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FIRST GLASS 


ORIGINAL COLOR SLIDES 
FALLEN FLAG ROADS . 


. plus extinct units‘color schemes on existing Roads: New 
list even two months which includes ATSF. ACL, B&O, 
CNR, CPR, CofGA, CNJ, C&O, CB&Q,C&El, CGW, 
CMStP&P, C&NW, CRI&P, D&RGW, EJ&E. E-L, GTW. 
GN, GB&W, GM&O. IC. IT, KCS, LV, L&N, MKT. MP. 
MONON. NH, NYC. NP, PRR. PC. RDG, SLSF. SAL. SOO. 
SP, SP&S, UP. WABASH, WM, WP. etc. Diesels. plus a few 
electrics. and some shortlines, too! Many interesting units in- 
cluding PA, FA, Shark, E, F.C-Liner, Erie-built. TM models. 
List for LSSAE. 


R. R. WALLIN 


P.O. Box 1784 Springfield. IL 62705 
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LETTERS 


I wonder that you road est 
RTN 296 to the antiAmtrak di 
Shay of Seattle WA. Aa dine by Roc 
that Amtrak is too high-handed in its unilateral 
peas neleimartangr sig eninicmad 
pes Wyoming service, St. Petersburg, etc.) 

that their public relations are very bad in 

that Claytor does what he wants to without 
any attempt to make it up to the people af- 
fected. For example, I think the CALIFOR- 
NIA ZEPHYR should have been kept on the 
Wyoming route because it is 5 hours quicker; 
but that the DESERT WIND should have been 
run over the Rio Grande and connected with 


. the CZ at Denver instead of Salt Lake. In 


fact, I think that would be a s prod plan even 
row, to try to remove the bad taste in the 
mouths of Wyomingites; and to give the ad- 
vantage of faster runs over the long haul, 

while still giving people oe option of daily 
service on the Rio Gr: 

I also agree with Mr. ‘Shay as to the bad 
policy of introducing the Metroliner service to 
San Diego, with reduction in service to inter- 
mediate points, when Californians have loud 
and clear expressed their disapproval of this, 
and have backed up their disapproval by not 
patronizing the service, Also as re Am- 
trak fares are so extremely high, few people 

are going to pay even er fares just to 
save 10 or 15 minutes, 

In spite of the fact that I a; with Mr. 
Shay on the above points, I feel that his whole 
letter is too ant+Amtrak, After the private 
enterprise railroads did their best to kill the 

er service, and without Amtrak we would 

ve exactly nothing now, which is of course ~ 
what private enterprise and Mr, Reagan want: 
“If if can’t make money, junk it.” (Why don’t 
they junk all the highways that can’t ge 
money?) I am afraid that if Mr. Shay’ om | 
ion was taken, that Amtrak must be ae 
the hand toward constructive route and ee 
decisions; that the wrong ee a do pee 

iding and we would in have Re: 

esire of no Amtrak. At eon so far Mr. 


‘| has not reduced Amtrak much, even tho it is 


unfortunate that he does not seem to favor 


expanding it, 
John J. Bowman, Jr. 
Lanéaster, Pennsylvania 

As an active rail er advocate in the 
Northwest, I am confused by the statement in 
your recent editorial that “rail advocates in 
Weeeus State are becoming very disillusioned 
with Amtrak.” I.do not believe that statement 
is accurate, 

We have also heard several times in RTN’s 
Letters column that the 1981 reroute of the 
EMPIRE BUILDER in Washington was a bad 
decision. Of course it was wrong for Amtrak to 
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The Cape Cod & Hyannis Railroad’s Falmouth to Buzzards Bay train, with obser- 
vation car ‘‘Presidential’’ on the rear, crosses the Cape Cod Canal lift bridge into 


Buzzards Bay MA on July 4. The track at cians goes to Hyannis. 


Ba ens ee 


remove all service from East Auburn, Ellensburg, 


Photo by Al 


Thank you for publishing my pT RTT ay WERT ora EET in 


and Yakima. But we can forget about any chance} RTN 297. However, it.appears that some 


for passenger service on this line until BN begins 


using it again. 
There is a positive side to the present route 


of the EMPIRE BUILDER thru Washington. Our 


state now has two east-west routes instead of 
one, and Seattle-Spokane service is faster. Also, 
consider this: The population of the cities that 
lost service (Auburn, Ellensburg, Yakima) totals 


about 88,000. The total population of Edmonds, 


Everett .. Wenatchee, and Ephrata equals about 
105, 000. 


It is not productive to advocate a change for 


a train that has had ridership levels second only 
to the COAST STARLIGHT. The proper post 
tion for us to take on these matters is to push 
for expanded service. 

Steve Spear 

Sumner, ae 


BOOKS | eaemetccr iano 


@ “To China For Steam” by Robert Adley 
was published last month by Blandford 
Press (the book is distributed by Sterling 
Publishing Co., Two Park Avenue, NY 
10016). Adley, a member of the British 
Parliament, tells of his three visits to China, 
and most of all shows us the results in 
handsome color photos of the steam trains 


.of that fascinating nation. This 152-page 


hardbound volume offers 70 full-color pho- 
tos of rare scenes of Chinese steam engines, 
in a vast variety of poses and moods, and 
of the people who operate and care for 
them. The publisher notes that only the 
fact that Adley was Chairman of the Brit- 
ish-Chinese Parliamentary Group allowed 
him access to all these photographic loca- 
tions. This is an attractive and most unusual 
book to display on one’s coffee table—it 
makes a fine conversation piece for both 
railfans and traveling enthusiasts. Price of 
the volume in the U.S. is $19.95 ($24.95 in 
Canada). 


@ New England Alcos in Twilight’ is a PTJ 
Publishing, Inc. book received here a short 
time ago. This 72-page softbound horizon- 
tal format volume is a very attractive black 
and white and color presentation of Alco 
locomotives in New England, the last major 
region where this vanishing breed of engine 
is found. Author Scott Hartley outlines 
current and recent Alco operations there 
and gives a detailed look at the Alco diesel 
story in general. There are 120 b&w and 
82 color photos in superb reproduction. 
The railroads featured include Green Moun- 


gremlin must have gotten into your printing 
press, causing an error in my statement. 

What I wrote was “...Shortly after WW 
Il, the Seaboard Air Line inaugurated its 
streamlined SILVER COMET from New 
York to Birmingham, via Atlanta and it 
contained lightweight cars (including sleep- 
ers). To compete, SR added lightweight 
sleepers to the SOUTHERNER from New 
York to Birmingham, and later continued 
these sleepers on to New Orleans...” Sea- 
board never ran any sleepers south of Bir 
mingham, but I do recall in the heavyweight 
days that they did run one from Atlanta to 
Memphis, using the Frisco beyond Birming- 
ham. Ramon Davis 

Auburndale, Florida 


tain, Vermont, B&M, Conrail, Maine Central, 
St. Johnsbury & Lamoille County, Lamoille 
Valley, CP Rail, Central Vermont, D&H, 
Portland Terminal, NH, PC, Amtrak, B&A, 
Providence & Worcester, Montpelier & Barre, 
Wolfeboro, Fore River and others. Price is 
$17.50 (plus $2.50 post & hdig on individual 
orders). The publisher is at PO Box 860, 
Homewood IL 60430. 


@ Interurban Press a few weeks ago published 
“From Railway to Freeway” by Eli Bail. 
This book is the story of the controversial 
conversion of the Pacific Electric’s 1000- 
mile railway system to buses. The Pacific 
Electric enthusiast, and indeed the transit 
enthusiast in general will be fascinated by 
the rare photographs, both bus and rail, in 
this detailed and authoritative volume. There 
are 275 illustrations in the 192 pages, plus 
maps, rosters, and reproductions of vintage 
brochures and timetables. The full-color 
jacket offers a marvelous painting by artist 
Larry Fisher. Retail price of the volume is 
$29.95 (for mail orders, add $1.50 post and 
hdlg, and tax if to Calif.). The publisher's 
address is PO Box 6444, Glendale CA 91205. 


= “America by Train”, second (1984-85). edi- 
tion, is now available, and the publisher (Burt 
Franklin & Co., 235 East 44th St, NY 10017) 
says they are getting Amtrak to try selling 
the book on some trains. The author is Ira 
Fistell, an RTN reader who lives in Los An- 
geles. This convenient little paperback book 
is an amazing source of information on seem- 
ingly any location that one can reach by 
train in the U.S. The 464-page volume sells 
for $8.95. 
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EAST COAST REPORT, 


By Theodore W. Scull 


The end of the line has finally arrived for the stately old Lackawanna electrics 
dating from 1925 and 1930, and some even earlier. The last departure from Hobo- 
ken were train 429, the 7:20pm to Gladstone and train 639, the 7:30pm to Dover. 
Shortly after they reached their respective termini, the 3KV-DC system was shut 
down thruout the entire Morristown Line ‘and its two branches. 

During the conversion to 25 KV-AC power, a reduced service, due to insufficient 
ny rab will be operated with diesel push-pull trains and diesel-hauled electric 
MU trains, using some leased motive power. The old electric coaches will have no 
lighting of their own, and NJ Transit hopes that they can provide some battery- 
operated illumination when the trains fas thru the Bergen tunnels. 

The new catenary will be energized in phases from east to west between the 19 
substations with full power to start operating the new Arrow III cars before Aug 31 
on the Morristown Line and Montclair Branch. The Gladstone Branch will receive 
the Arrow IIIs in September. © 

NJ Transit hopes that the new schedules will come into effect on Saturday, Sep 
15, with a splashy ceremony to mark the event. Communities on line can expect a 
massive advertising campaign to win back lost riders and attract new ones. 

While no doubt many of us will miss the sights, smells and especially the unique 
sounds of the old cars, the new ripment running on the faster and more frequent 
schedules has tremendous potential to significantly impact be og and occasional 
tiding habits. In the coming months, Morristown Line ridership figures will be close- 
ly watched. kk 

In its monthly report dated Jul 23, NJT reported “great Pe ae with ridership 
growth on its SHORE EXPRESS and other trains serving the North Jersey Coast beach 
resorts. July 4 counted 500 riders, and Sunday, Jul7, 750 on each of the trains. Per- 
haps because of the later and more convenient departure time, train 5383, the 10am 
from Newark on July 4 carried 1200 passengers! 

After two months and three coupons filled out and mailed, I finally received the 
much-touted NJT Shore Guide on Aug 22. While there is a fairly good map and a 
lot of useful information about the beaches, parks, recreational sites and places of 
interest that can be reached by NJT trains and buses and some other bus operators, 
there is no indication how far the train or bus depot is from the ultimate destination. 
It makes a difference to people laden with picnic hampers, beach impedimenta and 
children whether the seafront is a 5- or 20-minute walk. However, that a regional 
transit apemtor puts out Ay sort of promotional material to encourage off-peak rid- 
ership is igh commendable. Now, next year NJT can do it even better, and sched- 
ule their SHORE EXPRESS trains when most people want to go and return. 

__, The fourth annual Hoboken Terminal Festival is scheduled for Saturday, Sep 29, 
with, according to NJT releases, “even more impressive displays of public tranporta- 
tion vehicles, crafts and ethnic foods.” I guess that the bles of railroadiana best 
fit under the category of crafts. 

Midday train service west of Raritan thru stations to High Bridge will be elimin- 
ated due to “consistently fewer than five Peco on any one day.” No termination 
date is given. Ridership on the line as a whole is up 9.7% for the 12 months ending 
April 1984, mostly due to new equipment. 

kek 
The Port Authority of NY & NJ announced a $51 million plan to upgrade the 
PATH’s Exchange Place station dating from 1909 and used by Sout 5800 dail 
tiders, and once the important connecting station for the Pennsylvania Railroad's 
Jersey City waterfront train and ferry terminal. The project includes the installation 
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of three escalators to reach the platforms 60 feet below ground, improved tunnel 
ventilation and a new power substation to serve expected ridership growth upon com- 
pletion of several office and housing projects in the immediate area, located just 
across the Hudson from Manhattan. se a ' 

Track rehabilitation on Metro-North lines is expected to delay both Amtrak and 
commuter trains in the coming weeks. Work has begun on the Park Avenue viaduct 
between 110th Street and the Harlem River lift bridge, on the Hudson Line between 
Garrison and Poughkeepsie (23 miles) and between South Norwalk and Bridgeport 
(15 miles). New Haven Line passengers may expect to see flatcars in use to fill the 
gap between the high-level platforms and the M-2 coaches stopping on the center 
tracks, a speedier method of loading and unloading trains than the narrow bridge 
plates heretofore used. ae 

Metro-North reported that the air conditioning rate was 94-95% systemwide in 
June, and on-time performance was down to 84.5%, mostly because of the extraor- 
dinary flooding conditions following days and days of rain. ; 

The M-3a cars continue to arrive and perform well on Metro-North lines, and 
new, improved schedules are planned for early September, with details reported here 
as they are received. The two SPV-2000 cars, rehabilitated by Budd, are functioning 
“reasonably well.” ". : ec 

Private club car 2179, a former Rock Island coach built by Pullman Standard in 
1950, operating on train 967, the 5:39pm Harlem Line departure from Grand Central 
to Brewster, will cease running on Friday, gue 2t, and privte club car 1037, a former 
New York Central MU coach built by the St. Louis Car Company in 1950, operating 
on train 728, the 7:47am Hudson Line departure from Scarborough to Grand Central, 
will end service on Friday, Oct 26. — aa 

Tne Long Island Rail Road reported its on-time performance had slipped in July 
to 86.7%, mostly due to torrential rains (378 trains cancelled or delayed) and on the 
day of the Amtrak Hell Gate collision (86 trains delayed). A schedule change Aug 6 

rovides for 1000 more rush-hour seats for standees on the Port Washington and 
empstead Branches , and reflects other service adjustments caused by the shifted 
cars. 

All the new M-3a cars will be handed over to Metro-North until the brake shoe 
contact problem on‘curves is solved by the Budd Company for operation on the 
third-rail LIRR. ence oe 


The Delaware River Port Authority has published a new and useful PATCO Hi- 
Speed Line Guide for its single-line operation between Lindenwold NJ and Locust 
and 15th and 16th Streets in Center City Philadelphia. The two maps also show con- 
necting rail service to Atlantic an, Ocean City and Cape May, where the powers-to- 
be are either ahead of or behind the times. Phone PATCO for a copy in New Jersey 
at (609) 772-6900 or in Philadelphia at Q a) es TOs. 


Because of the large amount of material that accumulated during my absence, 
Amtrak SEPTA, Washington, New York City Transit Authority and other news 
will have to be held over until the next issue. Thanks to Peter Roehm for filling 
in for me with MBTA items. This issue marks the first anniversary of the East 
coe Report, and thank you to the many contributors for their help, comments 
and criticisms. 


WE HAVE PUBLISHED 
TEN RAILROAD BOOKS 
Highly illustrated 


Write for FREE catalog. 
@ Locomotives - Steam, Diesel & Electric. 
@ Passenger Cars @ Freight Cars. 
@ Traction @ Subways. 


Carl Loucks 


.... SELLING RAILROAD TIMETABLES 


Employee Timetables. Public Timetables. 
Brochures, Guides. Postcards. Tickets. a 
full line of transportation paper items. New { 
catalogue issued monthly. Send Stamped Self 
Addressed Envelope for latest list and specials. 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 
DPA-LTA ENTERPRISES, INC. 


P.O. Box 177, Alburg, VT 05440 199 Wayland St., Hamden, CT 06518 
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RAIL CANADA 


LE TORTILLARD DU ST-LAURENT as of July 28 had carried over 25,000 
passengers so far this summer, and an extra GO Transit car was added to the train 
on July 15, in response to demand, bringing the consist to six bi-level GO cars and 
a baggage car. A group of Transport 2000 Quebec members traveled on the train 
on July 28, including T-2000 national president Guy Chartrand. Also on board was 
Mr. Jean Leblond, the man behind the resumption of passenger train service on the 
CN’s Murray Bay subdivision. Leblond said the train should run there each summer. 
Already 20,000 passengers have signed a petition asking for resumption of the train 
next year. The petition will be sent to the Federal and Provincial governments. 

VIA RAIL CANADA’S Great White Bear Explorer tour, now in its third year, 
is a 6-day, 6-night escorted tour in search of polar bear. VIA Rail said space is still 
available on the tours leaving Winnipeg the evenings of Oct 7, 9, 30 and Nov 4. Tour 
participants arrive in Thompson the following afternoon for a tour of Manitoba’s 
youngest city. The tour then takes participants to Churchill, where they spend the 
next two days. Tours to historic Cape Merry, the Ports Canada docks and grain 
elevators, the Eskimo Museum, the new Churchill Complex, and the original site of 
Fort Churchill are planned. October is one of the best months to see polar bear, 
so one full day is spent touring permanently frozen tundra in a Tundra Buggy. From 
Churchill, participants will be flown over Hudson Bay to Eskimo Point, North West 
Territories—an Inuit community on the shore of Hudson Bay. A typical lunch of 
Arctic Char or caribou wili be served. Individual tour fares start at $995. A travel 
agent or VIA can provide full information on the tours. 


URBAN-SUBURBAN TRANSIT 


TWO CHICAGO TRANSIT trains collided on the Congress-Douglas-Milwaukee 
line about Spm on Aug 17. One passenger died in a hospital after the accident, and 
about 40 people were reported injured, most of them apparently minor injuries. One 
train may have rolled backwards into another. The cause of the crash had not yet 
been determined. The accident occurred on an elevated line in the median of the 
Kennedy Expressway. 

DALLAS AREA RAPID Transit (DART) Board proposed on Aug 21 a $202 
million budget for 1984-85, including $56 million for starting a rail transit program. 
Tne budget must still be approved by the Board. The $56 million rail budget is 
broken down as follows: $40 million for acquiring right of way, $15 million for pre- 
liminary rail engineering, and $1 million for studies of the central business district 
and a proposed North Central Expressway. 

SEPTA’S NEW “SHUTTLE”, from Suburban Station to the new Market East 
Station, is now running. It operates over a newly-opened segment of the Center City 
Commuter Connection, and linkes Suburban Station, 16th and J.F. Kennedy Blvd. 
witii the new Market East Station, north of Market Street between 10th and 11tin 
Streets in Philadelphia. Shuttle trains operate every 20 minutes between 7am and 
Som, Mondays tru Saturdays. But the really unusual facet of the operation is that 
it is free to riders. It will operate until the opening of the Center City Commuter 
Connection, when full Regional High Speed Line service tiiru tne tunnei begins. The 
tunnel opening has been delaved until Nov 3, originally set for Sep 3, Labor Day. 

SACRAMENTO’S LIGHT RAIL transit proieet faces a deficit of about $17 mil- 
lion over its initially approved budget. Because recent estimates of the cost of build- 
ing the system were above the original figure, the Sacramento Transit Development 
Agency ias been eyeing ways to reduce costs, such as deferring decoration of the K 
Street Mall. The agency is negotiating purchase of right of way from SP, and the 
selief is that the cost of that might rise to $7.2 million, wnen $4 million was origin- 
ally offered vy the agency. 


me O 
120 0 


Le TORTILLARD DU SAINT-LAURENT near Baie St-Paul. 


CANADIAN TRANSPORT COMMISSION said it will investigate an incident that 
occurred Aug 5 in which a Toronto-Montreal train of LRC equipment broke down 
outside Toronto. Passengers complained that they were kept five hours on the train 
before buses were provided to continue their journey. Passengers finally arrived in 
Montreal as late as 4:30am on Monday, when they were due in at about 8:15pm 
on Sunday. The LRC engines failed due to mechanical problems. The incident was 
reported at length in the Montreal Gazette of Aug 8. 


BART’S DALY CITY yard expansion can get underway, now that a $16 million 
UMTA grant to pay 80% of the costs has been announced. The grant was made pub- 
licAug 24 in San Francisco. Also announced was a grant for AC transit for upgrading 
storage yards for buses. 

THE MICHIGAN DOT for the ninth consecutive year has invited drivers from 
over 100 small-bus transportation systems in the state to compete in a series of road 
tests, vehicle inspections and safe-driving quizzes. The competition will be held Sep 
6 in Lansing. That date has been declared Michigan Public Transit Bus Driver Day 
by Gov. James Blanchard. ~ 

USA TODAY compared costs of traveling from airport to downtown for the 
nation’s ten busiest airports. Taxi, airport limousine and bus/subway costs were 
compared. Boston, with the shortest distance from airport to downtown—three miles 
—had the lowest highway costs; but the short transit fare of 85 cents was bettered 
by Atlanta’s 60 cents, Los Angeles’s 50 cents, Denver’s 70 cents, and Miami’s 75 cents. 
Most expensive travel was from Dallas, a 21-mile distance. It was also the only one 
of the ten busy airports with no public transit available. Most expensive transit fare 
was New York’s, with $6.00 to travel 15 miles, followed by Chicago’s $1.90 for 18 
miles and San Francisco’s $1.15 for 14 miles. The paper suggested buying the Air 
port Transit Guide, available for $3 from Box 1214, Homewood IL 60430. The re- 
port appeared in the newspaper’s Aug 20 edition. : 


LONDON SUBWAY TRAINS were involved in a rearend collision Aug 20, with 
the motorman being killed and 26 passengers injured. The location was Leyton in 
East London. 

SAN FRANCISCO PUBLIC Utilities Commission control of the Muni system is 
undermining its basic effectiveness, a civil grand jury concluded Aug 28, saying the 
transit system should be made a separate agency. 

CHICAGO’S O’HARE Rapid Transit station will open on Labor Day weekend. 

AC TRANSIT will go ahead with its proposed massive schedule and bus line 
realignment, and will end some transbay bus lines that compete with BART. 
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A CaseofBias 
A BUG IN AMTRAK’S ARROW COMPUTER 
BY ANDREW C. SELDEN 
At the NARP Board meeting in Washington DC this spring, Amtrak. Senior Vice . 
President William S. Norman said that his real interest and expertise lay more in 
computers and management information systems than in marketing. Recently, a. 
major programming error has been discovered in the Arrow reservations computer 
that has been harming two Western high-revenue trains and Amtrak’s bottom line 
for months if not years, — 
If any. reasonably well-informed traveler wanted to go by train from a point 
east of Chicago to Los Angeles or some other point on the Southwest Coast Corridor, 
one would expect the most logical, direct, fast and least expensive routing would be 


to connect at Chicago to train 3, the SOUTHWEST LIMITED. Other, less attractive, 


choices exist, of course. One could use train 35 via Salt Lake City, which takes 
six hours longer (when it is on time), or train 21 via Dallas and Phoenix, which takes 
an entire day longer. 

Indeed, the programmer of a computer display of these choices must not only 
identify the choices, but rank them. The method of ranking the choices, known as 
an algorithm, could involve prioritizing by any of the discrete variables characterizing 
the alternatives, such as lowest fare, or shortest end-point trip time, or (as airline 
schedules are displayed in unbiased airline systems) by earliest time of departure. The 
resulting ranking results in an inevitable bias—if an earlier arrival via an alternative 
routing is preferred by some travelers, the display ranked by time of departure is 
said to be biased in favor of the particular algorithm chosen by the programmer. ~ 

Amtrak’s algorithm for displaying in Arrow the available schedules from points 
east of Chicago to Los Angeles is not the fastest or most economical routing, or 
earliest arrival; rather, it is based on the earliest departing connecting train from Chi- 
cago. The logic for this is obscure. But the programming also contains a major 
blunder. Not only does a request to Arrow for availability from, say, Detroit to 
Los Angeles show train 351 to train 35 as the first choice,but also its second choice 
is train 353 to 21 (on those rare days that 21 operates), arriving a full day later 
than No. 35! And, if.one is persistent and queries Arrow for more availability, 
Arrow offers the connection from 351 to. tomorrow’s departure of 35 (with a 25%- 
tes =i in Chicago) and then 353 to tomorrow’s 35 (now down to a 22-hour 

yover). 

At no time does Arrow display the most logical, fastest and least expensive 
alternative of connecting to train 3, the SOUTHWEST LIMITED, direct to L.A.! 

Try another example: Detroit to Seattle. Arrow shows these choices: 351 to 
25 (the PIONEER, via Salt Lake City), and 353 to tomorrow's 25 (22-hour layover). 
If the agent thinks to ask what else might be available, Arrow shows 355 to tomor- 
row’s 25, then 351 to today’s No. 5, ging (cars?) at Salt Lake City to 25. 
Where, you might ask, is the best and fastest choice, the EMPIRE BUILDER? Well, 
Bill Norman’s computer won’t show it! 

Why does Arrow not show connections to train 3 (supposedly a problem train 
singled out for special marketing help) or train 7 (Amtrak’s highest-grossing train by 
a wide margin)? Why does Arrow direct all high-revenue bridge traffic to the re- 
routed CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR? Is Amtrak so desperate to bolster and justify the 
reroute that they will risk scores of high profit sales to steer traffic to trains 5 and 6? 

The price for this error (if it is an error rather than a deliberate effort to divert 
traffic) is very high. If, as often happens, train 5 is sold out between Chicago and: 
Denver, or Denver and Glenwood Springs, our Detroit-Seattle or Detroit-L.A. cus- 
tomers will be offered an overnight in Chicago, or if to L.A. by a day-longer routing 
via No. 21. Many of Amtrak’s reservations agents, especially in the Eastern CRO’s, . . 
may rely on the Arrow display alone and not know of or tell our potential customer 
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11:45am, a softball game(NJ 
.All Stars vs. South Orange :Elks Lodge 
1154) at 10am, a noon ceremony, and 


= va 
Se aek 


about the possibility of a manually-constructed connection to No. 7 to Seattle or 


No. 3 to L.A. 


Thus, because Arrow’s choices are substantially less marketable than the obvious 


direct routing (which is never displayed), eritire sales are being lost, in addition te 
diversion of reported ridership and revenue away from the SOUTHWEST LIMITE 


D 


and EMPIRE BUILDER. Using some conservative assumptions for lost sales, Bill 
Norman’s programming bias is costing Amtrak something in the vicinity of a half 
million dollars in lost marginal profit per annum. : : fies 


Retiring the Lackawanna Electrics 


BY ROBERT UNDERWOOD... Ba 


New Jersey Transit had invited the 
public to a retirement celebration of the “ 
Lackawanna Electrics on Saturday, Aug <: 
11 at the Maplewood station on Dunnell * 
‘Road in Maplewood NJ. — : ° 
- The celebration for the.retirement 
of the 53-year old transit-cars included 
an auction of memorabilia from 10 to_ 
Transit - 


nostalgic train rides starting ‘at 12:15. 


I arrived at Maplewood shortly after 
noon on a diesel push-pull train from Ho-: 
boken. Power for the train was a GE 
U34CH, and the cab car was one of the 
new Bombardier cars purchased by New .. 
York’s MTA. ng pe 


> ih ahhh & 
IRE 


The festivities were alréady in full 
swing. There were mobs of people and | 
loads of kids with balloons, and many no. 
doubt would be taking their first train 
ride this day. The weather-was bright and 
muggy, but a nice breeze made it bearable: 


The station looked in great sha 
ing been recently painted up by civic org- 
anizations in the town. Even the pedes- . 
trian tunnel under the tracks was painted. 
with artwork done by school children— 
including a depiction of a steam train. 

In the station on track 2, the east- 
bound main, sat a set.of all-green mu cars 


‘westward to, Morristow: x 

‘tle-blowing: Then train 2 pulled in for 

.:| boarding." "Here and there a loud bang 
would ‘signal a balloon breaking. ~ 


? hav- 


with white “extra” flags flying on the west 
end. After speeches, the train departed 
lorristown. amid: much whis- 


Across the street in the park were two 


.[ tents, .I’made.my way.to the.souvenir 


tent. I purchased a baseball-type cap.and 


‘| a T-shirt, both with the NJT’s:souvenir 


drawing ‘on them (pictured here), Also of 


' Vinterest ‘to me was the souvenir paper- 
Also included were the Salaam Temple ~~ 
“Shrine Clowns and Field Marching Band. . 


weight.: I believe'only a little more than 
800.of them were made. All items were 
dated with the date of the ceremony. 

-.. Maplewood ‘is of special significance to 
me as. iat ty hometown station. I had 
my first mu ride-from there. to-Millburn, 

a 5-minute ride, when'I was three years old. 


-From ty: bedroom. window at-home. mid- 
_[-way between the two‘stations:1-could see 
| the trains and.the block. signals... guess 

~| that’s how it all began for me... | 


"Now 43 years later I was about to ride 


the-old.mu’s.one more time. ‘Train number 


| 1 returned and. was ‘run as train:3.. There 


was lots of: room.aboard. The open wind- 
ows (many could not. be.opened, being 


_ | stuck). admitted air for.natural air. condit- 
’ J ioning. The air was greatly appreciated, . 


as when‘the train is stationary those. cars . 


‘}-do.get hot, and:if you’re.sitting.over.the _ 
| trucks, the-heat from the. traction.motors - 
| comes-right in the window. ‘The.cars all .. 

:| have four interior fans each.. | remember 


when the Lackawanna installed them. They 


| do make a difference.. Hot air.is:better _ 
when. it’s moving. - tee gree 


Amid much whistle-blosing, the 
train took: off westbound onthe east-. 
bound track. At: Millburn we crossed. 
over to. westbound track 1 and assaulted 
on ding to Sa Ae with apegeic ty 

in away. There was no-clickety- - 
clack, ag this line is all smooth, welded 
rail. . At Morristown station we made a 
brief stop, then proceeded thru the 
crossover onto. track 2,.. We began mov- 
ing east ‘almost irfimediately, and about 

Sarr P RRS Com Noreen Nn ‘pus 9 


2:10pm we were back in Maplewood. 
Pantographs were lowered, and NJT 
GP40P no. 4107 coupled to the set of 
cars and roared east about 10 minutes 
later. The car on the east end was 
3454, one of the commuter club cars. 


The First PER 


BY DAVID 


As passenger service returned to 
the Chessie line between Chicago and 
Grand Rapids, Michigan on August 5, 
I drove with my son Steve from down- 
state Illinois to Grand Rapids to board 
the first revenue round trip of the 
PERE MARQUETTE. 

A VIP round trip ran on August 4 
for the press, city officials and other 
dignitaries with 12 cars, including Am- 
trak track inspection car 10,000 west- 
bound only. 

The line had been without passenger 
service since Amtrak day, May 1, 1971. 
In the last few years, citizens of Grand 
Rapids and other communities along 
the line had circulated petitions to ga- 
ther public support and worked thru 
the political process to restore service. 
The train is a 403(b) project and is 
among a number which receive subsidy 
from the State of Michigan. 

The schedule calls for the PERE 
MARQUETTE to cover the 175 miles 
each way in four hours, with a change 
of time zones in the process. Five 
intermediate stops are scheduled at 
Holland, Bangor, St. Joseph/Benton 
Harbor, New Buffalo (all in Michigan), 
and Hammond/Whiting, Indiana. As a 
comparison, when the Chesapeake and 
Ohio ended its service in 1971, the 
trip took 4 hours, 40 minutes, but 
called for as many as 11 intermediate 
stops, including both St. Joseph and 
Benton Harbor. Interestingly, 1971 
Official Guides show Chicago-Grand 
Rapids mileage at 183 miles. The Feb- 
ruary, 1955 Guide shows the PERE 
MARQUETTE on a 4-hour, 5-minute 
schedule in each direction with up to 
10 stops en route. 

The first revenue run left from be- 
side the new Grand Rapids station (as 
yet unopened) on time, or more pre- 
cisely, according to the railfan from 
Tennessee seated behind us, seven sec- 


onds late. The consist was engines 218. 


and 219 and eleven cars, most of them 
deadheading back to Chicago from the 
festivities of the day before. Seventy- 
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Altho somewhat shabby inside, it elicited 
many oo’s and aah’s when people visited 
it. 

Tri-State NRHS was running an mu 
fan trip on Aug 19. That would be my 
final ride on the mu’s. 


E MARQUETTE 


TIFFANY 


nine passengers boarded at Grand Rap- 
ids, including a large group of senior 
citizens, and 23 additional passengers 
were boarded at intermediate stops. 
There was a jovial mood aboard, and 
evidence of the gala celebration of the 
day before, as all aboard were treated 
to complimentary champagne, coffee, 
orange juice and Danish pastry. 

Russ in the snack bar kept things 
light over the train’s PA system as he 
proclaimed himself ‘‘the official lounge 
attendant of the 1984 Olympics,” 
“broadcasting over Radio Free Amtrak,” 
and invited interested passengers to 
assemble in the fourth-floor lounge for 
the aerobics class. 


Amtrak 371 arrives at Grand Rapids 
for first revenue run, August 5. 


Running was slow west of Grand 
Rapids, as we lost 30 minutes on track 
needing repair; shortly after that we 
passed track maintenance equipment 
awaiting Monday and the return of 
track gangs. As speed increased on 
better track, we passed an eastbound 
freight in the hole. At Holland a 
small wooden shelter was half-comple- 
ted beside the brick C&O depot. Weld- 
ed rail covered much of the next part 
of our route, and some fast running 
ensued. 


The first revenue run loads at Grand Rapids. Photos by the author. 


The brick depot at Bangor houses 
the Kalamazoo Toy Train Works, and 
window displays of their product were 
visible as we slowed for the station 
stop. We passed over Amtrak’s single 
track to Kalamazoo just before arriv- 
ing at New Buffalo’s new station, a 
“bus stop” enclosure of glass and 
chrome. A 10-second stop at Porter 
Tower enabled a Conrail pilot to board, 
as C&O track ended and we picked up 
Conrail’s very smooth ribbon rail for a 
burst of speed. 

Many people living line-side took 
note of our passage, and typically had 
surprised and struck expressions as we 
made our westward journey on Sunday 
morning. Other highlights of the run 
to Chicago included being interviewed 
and photographed by two reporters 
from the Grand Rapids Press who were 
making the round trip with us, and 
receiving promotional packets from 
the Chief of On-board Services. 

Arrival at Chicago’s Union Station 
was only 15 minutes late, due tin part 
to the 50 minutes allowed for the last 
16 miles, Steve and I spent the layover 
looking at Chicago from the Sears Tow- 
er observation deck (visibility was quite 
limited because of haze), and touring 
the Museum of Science and Industry, 
including the PIONEER ZEPHYR and 
the fabulous O. Winston Link photo- 
graphs. | 

The return run of the PERE MAR- : 
QUETTE, train 370, consisted of one: 
£40 and three Amfleet cars—two coach-| 
*s and one snack car. Departure from ; 
Unieago was delayed for 15 minutes { 
neyond the usual 5:40 so that connect- ; 
ing passengers from a late CALIFOR- 
NIA ZEPHYR could board; a total of { 
46 were aboard as we departed Union 
Station, 


During the eastbound run, the 
newspaper photographer was treated to 
a cab ride, having made arrangements 
with the proper Amtrak officials. The 
snack bar did a brisk business on the 
return trip. Forty-five minutes from 
Chicago, the attendant asked that any 
passengers who had purchased coffee 
to return to the snack car. Those who 
did so, perhaps fearing the worst pos- 
sible fate, were refunded an accidental 
10-cent overcharge. 

The only small problems encount- 
ered in a very trouble-free trip were 
some confusion on boarding in Chicago 
over which coach was to be non-smok- 
ing, a.PA system which was either 
barely audible or blasted you out of 
your seat, and missing footrests in 
half of the seats in our Amfleet car. 

Many oi the small towns in Mich- 
igan still have local ordinances which 
allow trains only 25 or 35 miles per 
hour thru town. Recent state legisla- 
tion overrides these ordinances, and 
once town councils have had proper 
notification, schedules may be tighten- 
ed up a bit. 

Arrival in Grand Rapids was on 
time, owing to a schedule which allows 
50 minutes for the 25 miles from Hol- 
land to Grand Rapids. We had spent 
a long but enjoyable day aboard the 
first varnish on the line in 13 years. 
With proper promotion which includes 
local advertising, the PERE MARQUE- 
TTE will certainly become a permanent 
addition to Amtrak’s timecard. 


Ss 
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Bullet Train Schedules 


American High Speed Rail Corporation (AHSRC), 
promoters of the San Diego Bullet Train, released in 
late August a preliminary draft timetable for the ser- 
vice, which they have scheduled to start in 1988. 

AHSRC’s news release accompanying the draft 
timetables reads as follows: “The draft timetable 
shows 114 trains, including 12 express trains, operat- 
ing each day between 6:00 am and midnight. The 
total train miles daily (14,000) is the equivalent of 
more than half the distance around the world at the 
equator. 

“The preliminary draft timetable was prepared 
as a starting point for discussions with travel pack- 
agers and to give future riders an idea of the frequency 
of departures and length of travel between various 
stations, according to Lawrence D. Gilson, president 
of AHSRC. The schedule will be refined before it is 
submitted to the various governmental agencies 
conducting environmental and needs assessments. 
Construction of the high speed(train’s scheduled to 
begin next year, with completion scheduled for 
late 1988. — 

“The preliminary timetable includes six express 
trains in each direction, completing the trip between 
downtown San Diego and downtown Los Angeles in 
59 minutes. Coach fare for the downtown San Diego 
to downtown Los Angeles trip will be $18.30 (1982 
dollars). Service between downtown Los Angeles and 
Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) will be 17 
minutes, and will cost $5.65. 

“Stations are planned for LAX, downtown Los 
Angeles (Union Station), Norwalk, Anaheim, Santa 
Ana, Irvine, Oceanside, La Jolla and downtown San 
Diego (Santa Fe Depot). The all-electric train will 
ride on welded rails, cushioned with rubber for a 
smoother, quieter ride. It will be modeled after the 
Japanese Shinkansen bullet train, which has carried 
more than two billion passengers over a 20-year 
period without a single passenger fatality and with 
a 99 percent on-time record.” 
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Southbound departure times — read down 


Station AM AM 
LA Int'l Airport (LAX) a =o a are 604 -- 624 -- 659 -- 724 #+%734 #759 -- 824 834 859 914 939 
LA Downtown (arrive) aS ae aS == 21a 641 -- TEGo == 741 #%7S1 816 -- 841 851 916 931 956 
LA Downtown (depart) mee = -- 600 625 630 645 650 720 730 745 755 820 830 845 855 920 935 1000 
Norwalk -- -- -- 633) == 643 E 203 == 743 £ 8987) == 843 E 908 933 948 1013 
Anaheim -- -- -- 623 643 65? x Tide 738) 753 x 818 838 853 x 918 943 958 1023 
Santa Ana )-- = — 630 <-- 704 P 720 == 804 P 825 -- 904 P 925 -- 1005 1030 
Irvine 600 615 625 640 -- 714 b 3 730 = 814 R 835 -- 914 R -- 955 1015 1040 
Oceanside 620 635 645 700 710 730 s 750 805 834 s 855 905 934 s =< -- 1035 1100 
La Jolla | 636, Goll 7OLYS7EG | == 746 s 806 822 850 s CL wie 950 s -- 1026 1051 1116 
San Diego Downtown 650 705 715 730 745 800 744 820 835 904 844 925 936 1004 944 -=- 1040 1105 1130 
Station (cont.) AM AM PM PM 
LA Int'l Airport (LAX) 959 1014 1039 1059 1114 1214 1239 1289 114° 139 159° "214 239° 259 314° 339 (354 
LA Downtown (arrive) 1016 1031 1056 1116 1131 1231 1256 116 131.156 216 231 256 316 331 356 411 
LA Downtown (depart) 1020 1035 1100 1120 1135 1220 1235 100 120 135 200 220 235 300 320 335 400 415 
Norwalk 1033 1048 1113 1133 1213 1233 1248 113 133 148 213 #233 248 #%313 #333 -- 413 E 
Anaheim 1043 1058 1123 1143 1223 1243 1258 123 143 158 223 243 258 323 343 353 423 x 
Santa Ana == (REO WE Se 1OS* ig08 i-— 205° (230%) -— 305° 330i — 400 434 P 
Irvine 1055 1115 1215 1240 1255 115 140 155 215 240 255 315 340 355 410 444 R 
Oceanside = 2235), 100) == 239 e00 = 255. ACO mea 335 400 -- 430 504 s 
La Jolla 216 Ss 
San Diego Downtown 230 y 


Station (cont.) PM : PM 
LA Int'l Airport (LAX) -- 429 <-- 454 504 529 -- 554 614 639 704 714 739 759 824 909 954 1039 1139 
LA Downtown (arrive) -- 446 -- 5ll 521 546 <= 611 631 656 721 731 756 821 841 926 1011 1056 1156 
LA Downtown (depart) 425 450 500 515 525 550 600 615 635 700 725 735 800 825 845 930 1015 1100 -- 
Norwalk 438 503 513 E 538 603 613 E 648 -- 738 748 #813 838 858 943 1028 1113 -- 
Anaheim 448 513 523 x 548 613 623 x 658 718 748 758 823 848 908 953-1038 1123 -- 
Santa Ana 455 -- 534 P 555 -- 634 P 705 -- 755 805 830 853 915 1000 1045 1130 -- 
Irvine 505 529 544 R 605 629 644 R 715 730 <-- 815 840 -- - 925 1010 -- -- - 
Oceanside §25 -- 604 s 625 -- 704 s 735 -- - 825 900 -- 945 1030 -- -- - 
La Jolla $41 -- 620 s 641 -- 720 s 751 801 -- 851 916 -- 1001 1046 -- - -_ 
San Diego Downtown : 551 605 634 614 655 705 734 714 805. 815 -- 905 930 -~ 1015 1100 -- -- -- 
Northbound departure times — read down . 
Station AM if AM 
San Diego Downtown == -- -- 605 620 635 640 705 720 735 740 805 820 0835 840 905 9320 940 
La Jolla == Se ae 619 634 E 654 719 734 E 754 819 834 E 854 919 934 954 
Oceanside == -- -- 635 650 x 710 <-- 750 x 810 835 850 x 910 -- 950 1010 
Irvine -- tobe 620" = 715 Lig 730 -- 815 = 6307 —— 915 iy 930 950 1010 1030 
Santa Ana 545 605 630 -- 725 R 740 -- 825 R 840 -- 925 R 940 -- 1020 1040 
Anaheim 552) “O12 637.702, 732 Ss 747° #757) 832 Ss 847 902 932 s 947 1002 1027 1047 
Norwalk 602 622 647 -- 742 Ss 756 812 842 s 857 == 942 Ss 957 1012 10637 1057 
LA Downtown (arrive) 615 635 700 720 755 734 810 820 855 834 910 920 955 0934 1010 1025 1050 1110 
LA Downtown (depart) 619° 2639 7704" 0724" 759° 7385 == 824 859 838 -- 924 959 0938 1014 1029 1054 1114 
LA Int’ Airport (LAX) 636° N656U 720. ATS B16. 2 756 == 841 816 635 —-=- 942 1016 0955 1031 1047 1111 1131 
Station Ceornt...) AM f AM PM PM 
San Diego Downtown Devs 1020 1040 1105 1120 1140]1205 1220 1240 105 120 140 205 220 240 300 315 -- 350 
La Jolla 1019 1034 1054 1119 1134 1154}1219 1234 1254 119 134 154 219 234 254 314 -- SS 404 
Oceanside -- 1050 1110 -= .1150}1210 -=- 1250 110 -- 150 (21.0. == 250! 310 340 -- 420 
Irvine 1050 1110 1130 1150/1210 1230 1250 110 130 150 210 230 250 310 330 345 400 -- 445 
Santa Ana -- 1120 1140f -- 1220 1240 -- 120 140 -- 220 240 -- 2 On ee 355 -- 420 455 
Anaheim 1102 1127 1147/1202 1217 1247 102 127 147 202 227 247 302 327 342 402 412 427 «502 
Norwalk LIL2 VSP USA 22237) LeShe ee Si SF 222) 2375 257 312932) 352) 42 | a= 437 512 
LA Downtown (arrive) 1125 1210 1225 1250 110 125 150 210 225 250 310 325 350 405 425 430 450 525 
LA Downtown (depart ) 2123 1214 1229 1254 114 129 154 214 229 254 314 329 4354 409 = 
LA Int'l Airport (LAX) 1147 L267 AT). 13) ..247 21 ssl - 247 3h. 331 


Station (cont.) PM PM 
San Diego Downtown 405 410 435 450 505 510 535 550 605 620 640 710 730 745 830 945 1025 1100 
La Jolla E 424 449 504 E 524 549 604 E 634 554 724 744 759 844 959 1039 1114 
Oceanside xX 440 $05 520 x 540 605 620 xX 650 710 740 800 815 900 1015 1025 1030 
Irvine P 500 -- 545 P 600 -- 645 P 710 730 6800 620 835 920 1035 1115 1150 
Santa Ana R 510 -- 555 R 610 -- 655 R 720 740 840 -- 845 930 1045 1125 -- 
Anaheim S » 517 532 602 S617 632 702) S727 747 917 == 852 937 1052 1135 <== 
Norwalk S 527 -- 612 S 627 -- 712.0 S737: «757: «927: «== =©902 947 1102 1142 -- 
LA Downtown (arrive) 504 540 550 625 604 640 650 725 704 750 810 840 -- 915 1000 1115 1155 -- 
LA Downtown ({Jepart:} 508. -- 554 629 608 -- 654 729 708 --» 914 844 -- 9191004 1119 -- -- 


LA Int’) Airport (LAX) _ SPE as el 6460 G20e. i Til 746. 725 == (Asp aa SSG 2 TO2} EP IGe rs se 


Bullet Train Schedules 


American High Speed Rail Corporation (AHSRC), 
promoters of the San Diego Bullet Train, released in 
late August a preliminary draft timetable for the ser- 
vice, which they have scheduled to start in 1988. 

AHSRC’s news release accompanying the draft 
timetables reads as follows: “The draft timetable 
shows 114 trains, including 12 express trains, operat- 
ing each day between 6:00 am and midnight. The 
total train miles daily (14,000) is the equivalent of 
more than half the distance around the world at the 
equator. 

“The preliminary draft timetable was prepared 
as a starting point for discussions with travel pack- 
agers and to give future riders an idea of the frequency 
of departures and length of travel between various 
stations, according to Lawrence D. Gilson, president 
of AHSRC. The schedule will be refined before it is 
submitted to the various governmental agencies 
conducting environmental and needs assessments. 
Construction of the high speed(train’jis scheduled to 
begin next year, with completion scheduled for 
late 1988. 

“The preliminary timetable includes six express 
trains in each direction, completing the trip between 
downtown San Diego and downtown Los Angeles in 
59 minutes. Coach fare for the downtown San Diego 
to downtown Los Angeles trip will be $18.30 (1982 
dollars). Service between downtown Los Angeles and 
Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) will be 17 
minutes, and will cost $5.65. 

“Stations are planned for LAX, downtown Los 
Angeles (Union Station), Norwalk, Anaheim, Santa 
Ana, Irvine, Oceanside, La Jolla and downtown San 
Diego (Santa Fe Depot). The all-electric train will 
ride on welded rails, cushioned with rubber for a 
smoother, quieter ride. It will be modeled after the 
Japanese Shinkansen bullet train, which has carried 
more than two billion passengers over a 20-year 
period without a single passenger fatality and with 
a 99 percent on-time record.” 
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Southbound departure times — read down 


Station AM AM 
LA Int'l Airport (LAX) =o -- == = 604 -- 624 -- 659 -- 724 +4734 759 -- 824 834 859 9314 939 
LA Downtown (arrive) -- = -- -- 621 -- 641 -- 716, == 74y 752) V8l6é" == B41 851 916) 93r (956 
LA Downtown (depart) Se me a 600 625 630 645 650 720 730 745 755 820 830 845 855 920 935 1000 
Norwalk == = = Cs == 643 E 703 =-- 743 E 808 =- 843 E 908 933 948 1013 
Anaheim -- -- -- 623" 643). 652 x 713) 738. 1753: x 818 838 853 x 918 943 958 1023 
Santa Ana )-- -- a 630 -- 704 BP 720 <= 804 Pp 825 -- 904 P 925 -- 1005 1030 
Irvine 600 615 625 640 -- 714 is 730 = =-- 814 R 835 -- 914 R co 955 1015 1040 
Oceanside 620 635 645 700 710 730 s 750 805 834 s 855 905 934 s == -- 1035 1100 
La Jolla ) ese OSIS TOL A7TG | == 746 s 806 822 850 s Sie = 950 Ss == 1026. 1051) 116 
San Diego Downtown 650 705 715 730 745 800 744 820 835 904 844 925 930 1004 944 -=- 1040 1105 1130 
Station (cont. ) AM AM PM PM 
LA Int'l Airport (LAX) 959 1014 1039 1059 1114 1214 1239 1259 114 139 59 ~214 239° 259 314° 339 354 
LA Downtown (arrive) 1016 1031 1056 1116 1131 T23k 1256 IEG) skSl)-56) 216" 23 256) SIG) 332356 4PE 
LA Downtown (depart) 1020 1035 1100 1120 1135 1220! 1235: “160 12015335: 200) 220 235, 300° 320, 335.400 415 
Norwalk 1033 1048 1113 1133 E213) 1233: 1248: 123 133 %J148 213 233 248 313 333 <= 413 E 
Anaheim 1043 1058 1123 1143 1223) 1243 1258 123) 143° YS8 (223 - 243° (258! 323° -343/" 353 423 x 
Santa Ana == EOS £230 == 205" 130i) =— 205) -230e = 305 330 == 400 434 P 
Irvine LOSS! PUES 1215 1240 1255 115 140 155 215 240 255 315 340 355 410 444 R 
Oceanside ae 1235 100 -- 135 200 == 22 aOUs = 335 400 -- 430 504 s 
La Jolla 126 226 326 426 s 
San Diego Downtown 1 


Station (cont. ) PM PM 
LA Int'l Airport (LAX) =< 429° -- 454 504 529 -- 554 614 639 704 714 739 759 824 909 954 1039 1139 
LA Downtown (arrive) =o 446 -- 511 521 546 -- 612 63) 656 721 731 756° 821 G84 926 10%1 1056 1156 
LA Downtown (depart) 425. “450, S00 515° -525:" 550) 600 625. .635: 700 725 (735, S00 825 845: 930.1015 21600 == 
Norwalk 438 503 513 E 538 603 613 E 648, -= 738 748 813 838 858 943 1028 1113 -- 
Anaheim 448 513 523 Xx 548 613 623 x 658 718 748 758 823 848 908 953-1038 1123 -- 
Santa Ana 455 -- 534 P §55 -- 634 P 705 -=- 755 805 830 853 915 1000 1045 1130 -- 
Irvine 505 529 544 R 605 629 644 R 715 730 <-- 815 840 -- 925 1010 -- -- -_ 
Oceanside §25 <-- 604 Ss 625 -- 704 s 735 -- -- 825 900 -- 945 1030 -- -- -- 
La Jolla 540 €20 Ss 6415 —— 720 s 751 sol -- 851 916 -— 1001 1046 -- =< - 
pSENED Teoh Downe Cen eee _ 991 RCOS O34 UR CLAN CS SENOS BISA A 6S GOSS (01 Seam 0 SEE 93 Oa EOS 1 COM a= a= = 
Northbound departure times — read down 

Station AM ¥ AM 

San Diego Downtown -- -- -- 605 620 635 640 705 720 735 740 605 620 0835 840 905 920 (940 

La Jolla == a — 619 634 E 654 719 734 E 754 819 9834 E 854 919 934 954 
Oceanside a = aS 635 650 xX LO. == 750 x 610, 835.) 850 x S10 -- 950 1010 
Irvine == a G20" == 715 Pp EO 815 lz 630) == 915 P 930° 950 101071030 
Santa Ana $45 *605 ‘630! G==— 725 R 740° -- 825 R 840 -- 925 R 940 -- 1020 1040 
Anaheim 552) (6h2 6357-2702. 732 Ss Sa TSite (B32 Ss 847 902 932 Ss 947 1002 1027 1047 
Norwalk 602 622 647 -- 742 s 756 812 842 § 857 -- 942 s 957 VO'’2 1637 1057. 

LA Downtown (arrive) 615 635 700 720 755 794 6810 820 ‘855 834 9190 920° 955 0934 1010 1025 1050) TIO 

LA Downtown (depart) 619 (639 VO4 7245 759" 7385 == 824 859" 838 -—= 924 959 0938 1014 1029 1054 1114 
LA_Inc’ Airport (LAX) Js 6500 NZk. SAT (G6. 7o6 == C40" US16) 1635) == 942 1016 0955 1031 1047 121) 1131 
Station (cont.) AM 

2 ‘y 

San Diego Downtown #71005 1020 

La Jolla 1019 1034 

Oceanside -- 1050 

Irvine 1050 1110 1130 LZVOVEZSOr L250 PLO esO P50 9270) 230) 250" 310; | 330; 345) 1406.5 —— 445 
Santa Ana -- 1120 1140 1220 1240 -- 120 140 -- 220 240 --, 320 <-- 355. == 420 455 
Anaheim 1102) FI27 oP Uash 1202 W2N7 1247 YO2 227" 24? 202) 227 247 302 327 342 402 4)2 427 S02 
Norwalk Lites bs, LQV2 297) V25e tees Poh ast i2b2 sae esa) Se 82 352) Vale | == 437 512 
LA Downtown (arrive) VI25 “LESO PAU 1225 71250) PLO) “P28: ~“USG6° “210 225 “250% SEO 19'25°9950. 1405) 425 7.430 450 525 
LA Downtown (depart ) 1129 1154)1214 1229 1254 114 2129 154 214 229 254 3214 329 354 409 -- 434 454 529 
LA Int'l Airport (LAX) LI4AT PA eae laa OT La ay Qu 23k 247 BE) 33) 397 Ali 426" == 451 5ll 546 
Station (cont. ) PM PM 

San Diego Downtown 405. 420) 435) ‘450 S0S 510 S535 550° 605 620 640 710; #30) 745 830 (945 1025 1100 

La Jolla E 424 449 504 E 524 549 604 E 634 554 724 744 759 844 959 1039 1114 
Oceanside xX 440 $05 520 x 540 605 62 x 650 710 740 800 815 900 1015 1025 1030 
Irvine P 500) == 545 P 600 -- 645 lg FLO 730) “B00) 620: 835 920-1035) 1: b)S 1150 
Santa Ana R SLO == 55:5 R eliG: = 655 R 720° 740. 840° == 845, 930: 1045 1125 —-- 
Anaheim Ss Gs OF $32) 602 s 617 “32° “02 Ss 427 Fat GT <= @52, 7937) L652 ESS) == 
Norwalk S 527 == 612 Ss 627) -- Ten s TD VI St Zr) oe 902 947 1102 1142 -- 

LA Downtown (arrive) 504- 540 550 625 ‘604 640 ‘650 725 704 750 6810 @40° == 975) 1C00 VES VSS) == 
LA Downtown (lepart) 50Gee = SS4°<629 606 9 —= 654 729 a 814 844 =- O19 LOO4sbLE9 == — 

GA Int’) Airport CEA) 525 -- 611 646 625 -- 711 746 725 631 901 -- 936 1021 1i36 --  -- 


Bullet Train Schedules 


American High Speed Rail Corporation (AHSRC), 
promoters of the San Diego Bullet Train, released in 
late August a preliminary draft timetable for the ser- 
vice, which they have scheduled to start in 1988. 

AHSRC’s news release accompanying the draft 
timetables reads as follows: “The draft timetable 
shows 114 trains, including 12 express trains, operat- 
ing each day between 6:00 am and midnight. The 
total train miles daily (14,000) is the equivalent of 
more than half the distance around the world at the 
equator. 

“The preliminary draft timetable was prepared 
as a starting point for discussions with travel pack- 
agers and to give future riders an idea of the frequency 
of departures and length of travel between various 
stations, according to Lawrence D. Gilson, president 
of AHSRC. The schedule will be refined before it is 
submitted to the various governmental agencies 
conducting environmental and needs assessments. 
Construction of the high speed(train’is scheduled to 
begin next year, with completion scheduled for 
late 1988. © 

“The preliminary timetable includes six express 
trains in each direction, completing the trip between 
downtown San Diego and downtown Los Angeles in 
59 minutes. Coach fare for the downtown San Diego 
to downtown Los Angeles trip will be $18.30 (1982 
dollars). Service between downtown Los Angeles and 
Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) will be 17 
minutes, and will cost $5.65. 

“Stations are planned for LAX, downtown Los 
Angeles (Union Station), Norwalk, Anaheim, Santa 
Ana, Irvine, Oceanside, La Jolla and downtown San 
Diego (Santa Fe Depot). The all-electric train will 
ride on welded rails, cushioned with rubber for a 
smoother, quieter ride. It will be modeled after the 
Japanese Shinkansen bullet train, which has carried 
more than two billion passengers over a 20-year 
period without a single passenger fatality and with 
a 99 percent on-time record.” 
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Southbound departure times — read down 


Station AM AM 
LA Int'l Airport (LAX) 2 -- -- ae 604 -- 624 -- 659 -- 724 4734 759 -<-- 824 834 859 914 939 
LA Downtown (arrive) Se a = = C2 641 -- 716 == 741 #+751 816 -- 841 851 916 931 956 
LA Downtown (depart) == -- == 600 625 630 645 650 720 730 745 755 820 830 845 855 920 935 1000 
Norwalk == -- -- 613) == 643 E 203 a= 743 i! 808 -- 843 E 908 933 948 1013 
Anaheim -- -- -- 623 643 652 x 1a) 738 5753 x 818 838 853 x 918 943 958 1023 
Santa Ana )-- -- -- 630 <-- 704 P 720 == 804 P 825 -- 904 P 925 -=- 1005 1030 
Irvine 600 615 625 640 -- 714 jx 730 -- 814 R 835 -- 914 R o-- 955 1015 1040 
Oceanside 620 635 645 700 710 730 s 750 805 834 s 855. 905 934 s == -- 1035 1100 
La Jolla 636, col) VOLT e7r6 | == 746 s 806 822 850 s Cyl aS 950 s == 1026, 1051 1116 
San Diego Downtown 650 705 715 730 745 800 744 820 835 904 844 925 936 1004 944 -- 1040 1105 1130 
Station (cont.) AM AM PM PM 
LA Int'l Airport (LAX) 959 1014 1039 1059 1114 1214 1239 1259 114 139 159° 214 239 259 324° 339 354 
LA Downtown (arrive) 1016 1031 1056 1116 1131 T232 L256 ING F9l= E565 216 | 231, 9256) 316) 19327356 422 
LA Downtown (depart) 1020 1035 1100 1120 2235 1220 1235 100 120 135 200 220 235 300 320 335 400 4215 
Norwalk 1033 1048 1113 1133 2223’ 123352248223 £33 148 (213 233 248 313 333 <= 413 E 
Anaheim 1043 1058 1123 1143 1223, 4243 £258 123, 143° 1S@ (223 + 243) (258) 323° 3439" 353 423 x 
Santa Ana =— LEOF P20 2050 230g 205- 220%) —— 305) 73308 —— 400 434 2 
Irvine 1055 1115 1215 1240 1255 115 140 155 215 240 255 315 340 355 410 444 R 
Oceanside or 1235 100 -- 15525200), == 235 300 -- 335 400 -- 430 504 s 
La Jolla 126 Ss 
San Diego Downtown 1 
Station (cont.) PM é PM 
LA Int'l Airport (LAX) -- 429° =-- 454 504 529 -- 554 614 639 704 714 739 759 824 909 954 1039 1139 
LA Downtown (arrive) -- 446 -- 511 521 S546 <-- 611 631 656 721 731 756 821 841 926 1011 1056 1156 
LA Downtown (depart) 425 450 500 515 525 550 600 615 635 700 725 735 800 825 845 930 1015 1100 -- 
Norwalk 438 503 513 E 538 603 613 E 648 -- 738 748 #813 838 858 943 1028 1113 -- 
Anaheim 448 513 523 x 548 613 623 x 658 718 748 758 823 848 908 953.1038 1123 -- 
Santa Ana 455 -- 534 P §55 <-- 634 P 705 -- 755 805 830 853 915 1000 1045 1130 -- 
Irvine 505 529 544 R 605 629 644 R 71S; 2730) == 815 840 -- 925 1010 -- -- - 
Oceanside §25 <-- 604 Ss 625 -- 704 s 7350 == -- 825 900 -- 945 1030 -- -- -- 
La Jolla 54 620 s 641 -- 720 s a5), Ole l—— S51 916) -—) LOO) 1046 7 —— -- -- 
San Diego Downtown ; 551 605 634 614 655 705 734 714 805 815 -- 90522 S306 = BOLD LLOOR a= -- -- 
Northbound departure times — read down ‘ 
Station AM : AM 
San Diego Downtown sh -- -- 605 620 635 640 705 720 735 740 805 820 0835 840 905 920 940 
La Jolla -- -- -- 619 634 3} 654 719 734 E 754 819 834 E 854 919 934 954 
Oceanside <= = a 635 650 x 10) 750 x 810 835 850 x 310 950 1010 
Irvine -- ae 620° =- 735 P 730 =-- 815 iz 630) — ales iy 930 950 1010 1030 
Santa Ana 545 605 630 -- 725 R 740 -- 825 R 840 -- 925 R 940 -- 1020 1040 
Anaheim S525 (G25 637 1G2.0 732 Ss dad TS1. B32 s 847 902 932 Ss 947 1002 1027 1047 
Norwalk 602 622 647 -- 742 Ss 756 812 842 s 857 == 942 By 957 2012 1037 1057 
LA Downtown (arrive) 615 635 700 720 755 734 810 820 855 834 910 920 955 0934 1010 1025 1050 1110 
LA Downtown (depart) 619°'-639 =104 924 9759 738) c= 824 859° "'838 -- 924 959 0938 1014 1029 1054 1114 
LA Int’ Airport (LAX) 636 656. 72% Fat 6le 756. == 841 816 835 -- 942 1016 0955 1031 1047 1121 1131 
Station (cont.} AM AM PM PM 
San Diego Downtown Poos 1020 1040.1105 1120 1140{|1205 1220 1240 105 120 140 205 220 240 300 315 -- 350 
La Jolla 1019 1034 1054 .1119 1134 1154]1219 1234 1254 119 134 154 219 234 254 314 -- ee 404 
Oceanside -- 1050 1110 -= 1150f1210 -=- 1250 110 -=- 150° 210. == 250 310 340 -- 420 
Irvine 1050 1110 1130 L2ZVQ D230)(1250) sbrOur 30 150° 210) 230: 256) 910.330. (345. 1400) .-= 445 
Santa Ana -- 1120 1140} -- 1220 1240 -- 120 140 -- 220 240. -—=, 320), == 355 -- 420 455 
Anaheim 1102 P27 RLA7) 1202 12.7 1247 1O2 27 FA? 202 227 247 302 327 342 402 412 427 502 
Norwalk LEL2) EST US a2 Pe 2S 7 L257 wae oe SF 2I2) (237025), Ske 352 9358 412) 437 512 
LA Downtown (arrive) 1125) P2LO F225 1250" ALO  9b25 ~E50' “210 225 250" 310) 325) 350 11405) 425 3430 450 525 
LA Downtown (depart) 1129 1214 1229 1254 114 #129 154 214 229 254 314 329 354 409 


1147 L248 SL) Sal Ar 2h eesk « 247) SEs Lash 


LA Int'l Airport (LAX) 


Station (cont.) PM PM 
San Diego Downtown 405 410 435 450 505 510 535 550 605 620 640 710 730 745 830 945 1025 1100 
La Jolla E 424 449 504 E 524 549 604 E 634 554 724 744 759 844 959 1039 1114 
Oceanside x" 440° $05" 520° "x W540 605)5620° =X, 650: 71G: (740) ‘2007 7BN5) 900)-1015.102531030 
Irvine Br) 500) W=— "S45 FP "600%" 5645. ~P 710. 7:30 800) (820) ‘6951, 920.1035010'1501150 
Santa Ana RO 510i .+> “S55. Rr 610 -= +655 R 720 740 840 -- 845 930 1045 1125 -- 
Anaheim S 7517 (S32) "602. Si 619 (632) 702) “s* “227 7427) 917 ==) (852) -937/ 70521135" i-= 
Norwalk S 527 -= 612. .S "627! <= Tee Aes 737 757 927 == 902 947 1102 1142 -- 
LA Downtown (arrive) 504 540 550 625 604 640 650 725 704 750 810 840 -- 915 1000 1115 1155 -- 
LA Downtown (depart) 508 -- 554 629 608 -- 654 729 708 --- 814 844 -- 919 1004 1119 -- -- 
LA Int'l Airpors (7Ax) _ 525. == 60) 646 625 --  71l 746 725 == 831 901 == 936, 102) Jj 360 i-= =- 
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On the Berkshire Scenic Railway 


BY KEVIN J. GREGOIRE 


One of the perks afforded to NARP 
Directors and State Association Presidents 
are invitations as guests ‘on inaugural runs 
of passenger trains. Since it has been 
Amtrak policy generally not to expand 
its present system, such invitations are 
very rare. Thus when I received two 
such invitations for the same date, this 
was extremely unusual and of course no 
fault of Amtrak’s, -I received a written 
invitation from the Berkshire Scenic Rail- 
way for a 9am ceremony on July 28 at 
Sullivan (ex-New Haven) Station Restaur- 
ant in Lee MA for a 30-mile roundtrip to 
Great Barrington MA beginning at 10am. 
Then I received a telephone invitation 
from the Housatonic Railroad for an 11 
am roundtrip from Canaan CT to Falls 
Village CT. Both trips would operate 
over the ex-New Haven’s Pittsfiedl-New . 
York Berkshire line now owned by Guil- 
ford Transportation’s Boston and Maine 
Railroad. The choice proved easier than 
anticipated when I received a call from 
my Congressman (Silvio Conte’s) aide 
Jeff Jacobs in Washington DC that the 
ranking Republican on the House Appro- 
priations Committee requested my pres- 
ence in Lee. 

Saturday dawned cloudy and cool 
for the 10-mile drive from Pittsfield to 
Lee, where there is ample parking in a 
warehouse parking lot across the tracks 
from Sullivan station. It was 8:30am 
and already things were humming. BSR 
purchased four ex-Erie Lackawanna elec- 
tric MU trailer coaches of 1920s vintage 
from NJ Transit for $1000 each, and one 
GE 500hp, 80-ton, center cab diesel elec- 
tric locomotive built in March 1947, from 
GE in Schenectady for $5000. 

The engine and two coaches were re- 
furbished, one coach leased to Housatonic 
Railroad and one coach stored for future 
use when one of the refurbished coaches 
will be built into a diner. The railway 
operates Saturdays, Sundays and holidays 
thru October with roundtrips out of Lee 
at 10am, 12noon, 2pm and 4pm. After 
diner conversion a 6pm dinner roundtrip 
will operate, with dinners catered by 
Sullivan Station Restaurant.. All trips op- 
erate to Great Barrington with a stop in 
Stockbridge. Fares are $6 adult, $5 sen- 
ior citizen, $3 children, and are for an-all- 
day ticket permitting stopovers. 

Shortly after 9am the ceremonies beg- 
an as BSR VP John Dadek presided. St. 
Mary’s Royal Knights drum crops of Lee 
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| which last saw rail passenger service on 


-v+- -<the train-is a half.mile-long.lime quarry 


marched into the station area and played 
several selections. Father Jim Graham, a 
young priest, BSR chaplain and director 
delivered a short prayer, then blessed the 
train with holy water. (This was done in 
Mobile AL for the GULF COAST LIMIT- 
ED with resulting excellent ridership!) 
Someone suggested saving some water for 
the locomotive which had overheating 
problems on a test run the evening before. 


Next. Congressman Silvio Conte spoke, 


extolling the virtues of rail passenger tra- 
vel and pointing to his wholehearted sup- 
port of Amtrak despite their problems of 
the past month. Speaking next were 
State Senator Peter Webber, a frequent 
traveler on Amtrak’s LAKE SHORE LIM-. 


ITED from Boston to Pittsfield returning 
home from the Legislature, and STate 
Representative Christopher Hodgkins. 
Then a letter was read from Gov. Michael 
Dukakis who could not attend. BSR 
President John Herbert spoke next, dress- 
ed in overalls, he had been performing 
some last-minute locomotive repairs. 

BSR Marketing Director Don St. Pierre 
then spoke. All speakers agreed the rail- 
way should eventually stretch south to 
Canaan CT to connect with the Housaton- 
ic RR and north to Pittsfield to connect 
with Amtrak, then to North Adams and 
the Hoosac Tunnel and Museum. Mrs. 
Herbert broke a bottle of champagne over 
the locomotive’s coupler to end the cere- 
mony. : 
Finally at 10am we boarded the two 
coaches under the direction of head con- 
ductor Dick Hover, Engineer Tom Hamil- 
ton fired up the engine and with two 


whistle blasts we were underway by 10:15 6) 


am, Enroute was a perfect opportunity 
to lobby Congressman Conte, Sen. Webber 
and Rep. Hodgkins fr rail passenger serv- 
ice. 

The sun came out, so the windows 
and ventilators were opened as there is 
no air conditioning in these cars, thus no 
freon, expansion valves, compressors, con- 
densors, evaporators, receiver dryers, beits, 
pulleys or hoses to worry about! The sce- 
nery along the route is worth the trip, 


| April 30, 1971 as a single New Haven RD 
made its last connection with a New York 
, City train at Danbury to Pittsfield and 
| was the subject of a movie shown at the 
1977 NARP Board Meeting entitled “Last 
Train to Pittsfield.” 

Just south of Lee on the east side of 


owned by Lee Lime, resambling a mini- 
Grand Canyon, An onboard public ad- 
dress system was used to call attention to 
the various scenic attractions. There is 
not much chance of missing anything, as 
the speed limit varies from 5 to 15mph. 
One of the ex-Erie coaches is painted 
blue inside, and the other cream color. 
Both old heavyweight cars ride very well 
on the virtually unmaintained track. With 
Sullivan Station providing many of the 
amenities, there is a definite Irish flavor to 
the whole trip, as an Irish bard plays Irish 
songs thruout. Certainly a wise political 
choice in the state of Massachusetts. 


Passing under the twin bridges of the 
Massachusetts Turnpike I-90, the line 
curves west past the world headquarters 
of the Kay Bee Toy and Hobby Center 
and parallels route 102 past the historic 
mill buildings of an old paper company 
now a part of Mead. Here the Housaton- 
ic River is dammed, forming an attractive 
waterfall. 

Continuing west, the train passes the 
Ice Glen footbridge which crosses the 
Housatonic River, and beside us is the 
abandoned right of way of the old Berk- 
shire Street Railway. Just two months 
earlier much of the right of way that our 
train is on was under water after a severe 
late spring flood hit the area. Purple 
flowers are abundant in the adjacent 
marsh area. 

Shortly, the train pulls into Stock- 
bridge Station, another railroad them res- 
taurant a short distance from historic 
Main Street. Here Sen. Webber leaves 
and former Senator Jack Fitzpatrick, own- 
er of the historic Red Lion Inn, gets on 
board. Stockbridge is the home of the 
late Norman Rockwell as well as NARP 
member Gene Shalit of NBC-TV. Stock- 
bridge Station was alse fcatured in the 
movie ‘Alice’s Restaurant.” Here we take 
on water for our overhcating locomotive, 
and TV news and cameramen from WRGB 
-TV-6 in Schenectady and WWLP-TV-22 
in Springfield who have been riding the 
train, depart. 


Meantime, WUPE Radio has scooped 
other local stations by doing a live inter- 
view by phone thru the restaurant window 
for their 1lam newscast. Shortly there- 
after, Conductor Dick Hover calls All 
Aboard and the train departs, moving 
slowly under the route 7 bridge. The line 
makes a long, sweeping curve south, and 
the Housatonic River is now on our west 
as the line runs high above the Housatonic 
Rapids, Someone dubs our 5mph train 
“The Housatonic Rapids Transit”. Shortly 
we pass another spectacular waterfall 
named Glendale Falls, which is the site of 
a small hydro-electric plant, then a cross- 
ing of the Housatonic on a high trestle 
before entering the village of Housatonic. 

At Housatonic the Monument Mills 
shows signs of rehabilitation, but the old 
New Haven freight house and passenger 
stations are boarded up. Regular trains 
will stop here, but this one doesn’t. The 
tracks are on a full about 50 feet above 
the downtown. 

_ Continuing south, we pass another 
Alice’s Restaurant monument—the old 
church on the east side of the train. For 
the rest of the run into Great Barrington, 
the tracks follow route 41. We’re going 
slow enough for cars to pass us. Then 
someone on a bike passes us. Then some- 
one walking passes us! So much for rail- 
roading off the Corridor! 

Arrival in Great Barrington is at noon 
with a large crowd to greet us. There are 
two tracks at the canopied platform stone 
station which houses the state welfare 
office. Our locomotive is cut off the 
south end and moved to the north end 
where it is watered again. Here Sil Conte 
leaves and I bid him farewell. No doubt 
we'll be needing his help again soon to 
save Amtrak from something or other— 
maybe even itself. 

The northbound trip is a little faster; 
maybe our engineer is becoming more 
familiar with the track or he wants to 
get back to Lee before our engine expires. 
Whatever time gained was lost at Stock- 
bridge, however, where a lengthy stop was 
made. By now, restaurant patrons were 
enjoying lunch. on the platform: while a 
garden hose from the kitchen to the en- 
gine was draped over them to fill our ail- 
ing locomotive. They took it in good 
humor. By now some passengers were 
equally thirsty, so they created a brisk 
business at the bar. The problem seemed 
to be overheating in whatever engine was 
up against the coaches, due to lack of 
air flow over the radiator. Finally under- 
way, we arrived back in Lee by 2pm. 

The fun continued, however, as Sul- 


| livan Station had set up (there’s no such 
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thing as a) free lunch buffet on the sta- 
tion platform for the famished and thirsty 
passengers, Our good friends at Coca- 
Cola had donated enough cans of the soft 
drink to fill a 55-gallon drum with accom- 
panying ice. There was also beer and 
champagne plus plenty of food of all var- 
ieties. Meanwhile, the crew worked vali- 
antly on the locomotive for the revenue 
run which had once again been run around 
to the south side. 

It soon became evident that another 
trip was not possible. Passengers were 
given refunds or a free future trip and a 
makeup roundtrip to Lee Lime Quarry 
was operated free of charge. Upon return 


it was learned that one of the diesel en- 
gines had blown a head gasket and the 
other had a bent connecting rod. All 
trips for the rest of the weekend were an- 
nulled and inquires for an emergency lo- 
comotive lease for the next weekend 
began. This, however, was good news 
compared to the Housatonic Railroad in 
Canaan CT, which didn’t even run its 
planned inaugural due to a last-minute 
contract dispute with the Boston & Maine 
over trackage south of Canaan Union Sta- 
tion. They would try again the following 
weekend. Such are the trials of railroad- 
ing by ‘“‘fire and flag.”’ 
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Miami Metro-Rail.. The Future Is Now 


BY JACK M. TURNER 


Having grown up in Miami until leav-. 
ing for college in the early 1970s, I was 
always intrigued by the oft-discussed sub- 
ject of rapid rail service. The planning 
process seemed never-ending, spanning 
my college years and on past graduate 
school. 

Since I took up residence in Northern 
Florida, subsequent visits to Miami would 
yield glimpses of progress in its various 
stages... Florida East Railway abandon- 
ment of its downtown Miami to Dade- 
land line which actually had earlier be- 
come a spur since removal of a swing- 
trestle over the Miami River... Construc- 
tion of a station opposite the University 
of Miami and a few pilings to support the 
elevated line. Tunnels would be out with 
Miami’s subterranean water table, just a 
few feet below the surface... Next the pil- 
ings were interconnected and rails laid 
atop the beams. 

Christmas, 1983 approached and my 
first ride on MetroRail neared. But those 
ever-present glitches that befall new sys- 
tems had struck and I would have to 
wait. Progress on MetroRail was well- 
reported even in North Florida and a 
late May opening announced. 

A visit to Miami on the first day of 
revenue service afforded the first look at 
the sleek trains as they whisked above Le- 
Jeune Road, just three blocks from my 
alma mater, Coral Gables High School. 
The six o’clock news was dominted with 
coverage of first-day activity and ridership 
updates comparable to election night 
coverage. Meanwhile, TV newsmen were 
conducting races with one reporter riding 
MetroRail while the other drove along 
U.S. 1. Invariably the auto driver would 
grab an early lead as the train rider waited 
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for his train. The rail rider ‘would event-. 2 


ually forge ahead as Lone Ranger theme 


music played, taunting the frustrated mot-.. 


orist as his car was passed by. With TV 
studios located a few blocks from Metro- 
Rail’s Government Center Station, the 


rider would have to walk the final leg of |. } 


his trip, beating the driver to work: by 


the narrowest of margins. Heavy empha- 4 


sis was put on the rail rider’s comfort, 
ability to read the newspaper, and the 
fact that the Downtown People Mover « 
currently under construction will elimin- 
ate most of the walking. f 

Finally, a few days later.my chance 
to sample the fiture arrived. Even at. 
2:15pm the Government Center Station 
was busy. A moment later the four-car 
Budd-built train arrived, made its brief 
stop, and glided out of the station. Un- 
like Washington’s and Montreal’s Metro 
systems, the Dade MetroRail is entirely 
above ground, allowing a superb view of 
the city skyline as the trains cross the 
incredibly high Miami River bridge and 
zip along the fringes of Coral Gables and 
South Miami on their way to Dadeland 
South, — . 

The entire end-point to end-point 
trip from Overtown to Dadeland South 
takes about 17 minutes with eight inter- 
mediate stops. Ridership currently is 
highest into the Government Center Sta- 
tion, just a block from the Dade County 
Courthouse. Interestingly, this stop is 
in the same general location as the FEC’s 
old station was, once the terminus for 
many New York and Chicago to Miami 
passenger trains. The University Station, 
adjacent to the University of Miami, ap- 
pears to be the busiest intermediate 
point, serving Coral Gables residents as 
well as the University. Parking at the 
station is ample, with a Kiss and Ride 


dropoff Jane and connecting bus bays 
near the entrance. Meanwhile, the 
southern terminus at Dadeland South and| 
the nearby Dadeland North stop serve 
the popular Dadeland shopping mall and 
a myriad of condos and office buildings, 
assuring heavy usage of these stations, 
An interesting footnote to the Dade- 
land South stop is its proximity (within 
perhaps 50 steps) of Shorty’s BarBQ, an 
extremely popular landmark on U.S. 1. 
After opening-day races were old news, 


TV features turned to the MetroRail- - 
Shorty’s BBQ lunch bunch, groups of | 
downtown office workers who rode the 
train to the restaurant for lunch and re- 
turned to work within an hour.’ j 
*As my first encounter with Dade’s - 
MetroRail ended, I was pleased to realize 
I had finally ridden part of the route of 
the FEC’s old Key West passenger trains 
-.-at least a few feet above that route. 
After years of anticipation, the future 
Is how. 


~<a 


VIA RAIL CANADA will begin converting its existing equipment to electric | 


head-end power this fall, under a $100-million program announced by Transport 
Minister Lloyd Axworthy Aug 14. Eleven new locomotives will be purchased and 
83 cars conveted and refurbished. Cars to be converted will be those used on the 


Eastern transcon trains and in Quebec. 


Earlier, on July 6 (see RTN 296), Axworthy 


announced that VIA will lease s Superliner set from Amtrak this fall to test it on 


. 


the PANORAMA between Winnipeg and Edmonton. Tests will run thru Easter, 1985 
In addition, VIA will begin negotiations with CN and CP to lease or buy stations that 
the railways still own. Axworthy also announced that the federal government and 
Manitoba have come. to an agreement on testing a prototype railbus for three years. . 

THE CAPITOL LIMITED’S route was severed by severe flooding of Wills Creek 
in mid-August. Twenty-two miles of B&O line north of Cumberland MD were devas- 
tated by torrential rains. The creek rose about 10 feet from its normal height of _ 
two feet, and the flooding resulted in loss of lives, homes and damage to the rail 
line. The Amtrak train detoured via Philadelphia, adding 2% hours to its run, and to 
the westbound BROADWAY LIMITED run. The line was reopened Aug 22.....°” 

kkk 

AMTRAK CAR 10,001 is reported on by reader Michael Burshtin: “Car 10,001 . 
has been extensively modified for track and catenary inspection. It has the front 
vestibule enclosed, ala Amfleet I; with what appears to be a small bedroom at that 
location. There is a large dining room in the center, and an open observation plat- 
form in the rear, with floor-to-ceiling dark polycarbonate windows across the entire 
rear of the body, including the door. Basically, the rear vestibule doors were remov- 
ed, along with the rear wall and collision posts, leaving the ceiling and floor as is. 
A large stainless steel railing was installed, with a rubber buffer pad the height of the 
railing at the center, for coupling to another car. Red marker lights and flood lights 
were mounted at floor level. The car has a roof-mounted closed circuit TV camera 
above the observation platform, enclosed in a stainless steel box with slanted glass 
windows (complete with windshield wipers) front and rear. This system, along with 
small roof-mounted flood lights at the corners of the car, are used for catenary inspec- 
tion. The rear truck, a Budd Pioneer III Amfleet II style, with tread brakes added, 
has a set of strain gauges installed to allow high-speed track measurement. An on- 
board computer system is supported with an uninterruptible power supply, complete 
with extra batteries and chargers underfloor:’ The last two side.windows on both 


sides are the larger Amfleet II style.?" The car was rebuilt from a damaged Amfleet 
Cates ehOar eh te sass 
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CHICAGO & NORTH WESTERN ‘tetminal in Chicago was to have demolition - 
work start by the end of August. Wrecking of the station leaves only two historical 
rail stations in Chicago: Union Station and Dearborn (now vacant). Replacing the 
historical C&NW structure will be the Northwestern Atrium Center, a 40-story office 
tower in art deco style that will also feature'a new commuter terminal area. Until 
the tower is complete, commuters will use'a temporary facility to the east and 
west of the old building...” 

AMTRAK’S CRESCENT is running an AUTO TRAIN buffet car three times a: 
week, reports reader John Stith. Cars 8702 and 8704 are being used, leaving New 
Orleans and New York on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. The buffet car is oper- 
ated with its table end adjacent to the table end of a standard diner, thus creating 
a dining room of 70 seats, Passengers make selections from the serving line and 
place the items on a tray. After payment for the food, waiters carry trays to tables 
for the passengers. Waiters then serve extra coffee and tea as requested thruout the 
meal. Service was found to be fast and friendly on the CRESCENT, with most food 
being prepared fresh in the dining car kitchen. The menu reads: “Welcome Aboard. 
On this train Amtrak will be providing a new buffet service. Make your reservation 
and join us in the dining car-for a new reasonably priced dining experience.” “Mr. 
Stith says that reservations were not needed, in spite of the menu reference, and 
there was no waiting in line. “The entire CRESCENT crew was efficient, friendly 
and. cheerful. Much of this seemed to be due to Train Chief Gupta, who stayed on 
top of things, made timely announcements, and checked with each passenger to see 
if the trip was enjoyable..... ks 

RTN TRAIN RATING survey was quoted by the St. Louis Globe-Democrat July 
22 in a long article by Rick Stoff headlined “Missouri Amtrak runs get top rating.” 
The article pointed out proudly that the ANN RUTLEDGE and MISSOURI MULE 
were ranked first and second respectively in the short distance category..... ; 

THE RUMOR MILL: Inside reports from Amtrak headquarters state that Mar- 
keting Vice President William Norman may be on the outs with Amtrak President 
Claytor at this time..... 

THREE IMPORTANT MEMBERS of the House Appropriations Committee rode 
Amtrak from Washington to Chicago and Denver to San Francisco in July, reports . 
NARP. They were said to be very impressed with the trains, the scenery and the 
crowds of passengers. The trains were sold out..... 

ILLINOIS CENTRAL GULF has been asked by Amtrak to reduce passenger train 
speeds from 79 to 60mph between Springfield and Alton IL because of rough riding 
qualities, until track work is completed which will smooth out the ride. The slower 
speeds will cause a 15-minute delay in Amtrak schedules..... 

kk 

THE SILVER PALM is in trouble. Altho the Florida legislature approved funds 
for the train for another year, it adopted the requirement that the service achieve a 
60% cost recovery by late November. It hasn’t thus far been above 50%, says NARP. 
On Aug 23 the Lieutenant Governor of the state rode the train to call attention to its 
plight. The action received very good press coverage. NARP is asking supporters of 
the train to write to State Senator Patrick Neal at PO Box 89, Bradenton FL and ask 
him to keep the train running, perhaps pointing out that ridership was up 29% for the 
first nine months of this fiscal year..... 


GULF COAST LIMITED should keep running until the middle of December, and | 


efforts are underway to continue the train operation for an additional year. Mid-De- 
cember of 2% months beyond the cutoff of its original experimental period, and the 
extra time was made possible by better revenues than were. expected of the train..... 

CENTRAL VERMONT Railway is now tied into the National Westher Service for 
reports of bad weather that could affect train operations..... 

“CROSSING ACCIDENTS ARE highway accidents, not Amtrak accidents!” says 
NARP, after a case in which CBS radio created a near-panic in Illinois when it over- 
dramatically reported on a grade crossing accident Aug 22 at McComb IL, in. which 
the ILLINOIS ZEPHYR and a truck collided, killing the truck driver. Said CBS: 
“Another Amtrak accident, this one killing a truck driver at an unmarked crossing. 
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It’s the seventh fatal Amtrak accident this summer.” The crossing. wes marked, NARP 
said, and the truck driver may have been bent on suicide. The radio broadcast caused 
Amtrak’s Chicago reservations center to be flooded with calls from people who were 
afraid their loved ones may have been in a wreck. It’s easy for the media to do this, 
especially when they don’t take time to think about the situation. Any rational 
analysis of the grade crossing accident situation leads one to conclude that the train 
is not at fault (unless it’s a clear case of improper or malfunctioning warning devices) 
and what one is dealing with is a highway driver problem. Even RTN fell into this 
trap in its report in issue 296, as reader Robert Clark pointed out to us. RTN un- 
thinkingly followed the procedure that newspapers were using, and lumped grade 
crossing collisions with Amtrak wrecks..... 

FIVE OHIO ROUTES will be inspected by Amtrak between Sep 17 and 20. 
They are (1) Cleveland-Columbus via Crestline on Conrail; (2) Cleveland-Columbus 
via Bellville on N&W; (3) Columbus-Cincinnati via Dayton on Conrail; (4) Columbus 
-Cincinnati via Washington Court House on B&O; and (5) Dayton-Cincinnati on 
B&O..... 

BILL MOYERS’ CROSSROADS show on CBS-TV Sep 5 is showing a film of a 
trip Chicago to San Francisco on the EMPIRE BUILDER and COAST STARLIGHT.. 
PEOPLE MAGAZINE'S Sep 3 issue carried an interview with NARP on the 

subject of rail safety..... 

ALL ABOARD AMERICA fares, being extended thru next spring, as reported 
last issue, will ixave no blackout days for coach travel. Chicago-Milwaukee route will 
be included in both Eastern and Central zones, and Albuquerque-Lamy will be in- 
cluded in both Central and Western zones..... 
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THE AUTO TRAIN begins daily operation on Oct i5. A laudatory article on 
tne train appeared in the Orlando Sentinel Aug 26, by Suzv Hagstrom. Riders are 
the train’s “best promoters”, the author said, mentioning the favorable reports of 
several passengers. Amtrak predicts a $4 million protit during tne first year of daily 
operation, carrying 140,000 passengers and grossing $28 million in revenue. AUTO 
TRAIN watcher Rabert Clark asks whether the predicted 140,000 passengers could 
not be accommodated by the present operation, with a second train run only at 
peak periods. The average patronage would be 449 passengers, below Amtrak’s stated 
capacity of 496. The prediction seems to. say that Amtrak will double the patronage 
simply by going daily. But 140,000 passengers per year with 730 runs would be 
only 190 passengers per run. Congress has required that the AUTO TRAIN show a 
profit during its first year of operation, or be discontinued. AUTO TRAIN opera- 
tion began Oct 30, 1983... 

142-TON “FERDINAND MAGELLAN”, ex-U.S. car no. 1, 1942-1954, is. sched- 
uled to depart Miami on the rear of the SILVER STAR on Oct 8, destination Wash- 
ington DC. The famous car, owned by the Gold Coast Railroad Museum, is. being 
considered for National Historic Landmark status. Several members of the Landmarks 
Advisory Board are expected to inspect the car in Washington before their meeting 
in Boston. The super-heavyweight’s visit to Washington will coincide with the Amer- 
ican Association of Private Railroad Car Owners’ convention there. The car’s drum- 
head is the ojfictal seai of the President of the ULS...... 
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GERMAN MAG-LEV TRAIN on Aug 16 established a world speed record of 
187.66mph on test trials near Emsland, West Germany, the Budd Company announc- 
ed (the company holds the U.S. rights to this system). The TR-06 vehicle system 
set the new record with a 13-member crew aboard. Low-speed testing began in 1983. 
The schedule calls for gradually increasing speed as testing progresses until 250mph 
operation is reached in 1985. A number of states are reviewing Mag-Lev systems, 
including Pennsylvania, Oiio, Florida, California, Nevada, Texas, Illinois & Michigan... 

KANSAS CITY STAR of Aug 16 featured a guest editorial by Wayne Copple, 
chairman of MOKSRail, whose works have appeared in RTN.. His editorial was a 
good effort to counter some of the bad publicity Amtrak received after the July 
accidents. The editorial was entitled “Amtrak passengers can be sure they’re travel- 
ing in satety”..... : page 19 


AMERICA MAY POSSESS good rail 
newsletters, but it doesn’t have a good 
rail system—at least not according to an 
article on Germany’s developing MagLev 
system, which appeared in Lufthansa’s . 
Germany magazine recently. Said Luft- 
hansa, “No one would say ‘only use the 
magnet train,’ but those countries with- 


ENGLISH MAGAZINES 


Steam Railway magazine cov- 
ers the steam railways of the 
world. One year subscription 
(12 issues) $36. 

Rail Enthusiast magazine cov- 
ers current English railroading 
: interspersed with history. One 
year subscription (12 issues) $36. 
Sample copies: $3 each. 


- seas ay out a good rail system, such as all of 
1, Box , Jonesburg, i i 
Phone (314) 488-3113 North America, Australia and Southeast 


Asia offer good opportunities...”..... 
BULLET TRAIN DEVELOPERS in Southern California need another $50 million 


in capital, reports USA Today, having used most of its $10 million in venture capital... 


BRITRAIL’S NEW MARK III sleepers are now on all sleeper routes..... 
News in this issue is updated thru August 31, 1984. 
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West Coast Report 


TRAIN RIDERS’ ASSOCIATION of California (TRAC) has added to its list of 
new services to lobby for as short-term goals a second Coast Route train between 
San Francisco, Los Angeles and San Diego. The Aug-Sep issue of the organization’s 
newsletter reports that TRAC Board members will soon meet with Deukmejian Ad- 
ministration aides and key legislators to express their views on short-term improve- 
ments needed in California’s passenger train network, as well as studies of frequent 
corridor service in major markets such as Bay Area-Sacramento. 

SAN DIEGAN SERVICE is the subject of a special report in the Aug-Sep TRAC 
newsletter. The group criticizes the coming of the California Metroliner which “thas 
replaced a train carrying 250 passengers with one carrying 50.” High fares and pad- 
ded schedules plague the SAN DIEGAN line, reports the group. Fares on the route 
have doubled in the past five years. Fares are more than double those on the SAN 
JOAQUIN route. Removal of schedule padding could cut ten minutes from present 
runs with no capital improvements. And capital improvements already budgeted 
have not been made. The trains should be extended to Santa Barbara, argues TRAC. 
“Apparently, certain of the Washington-based staff are not aware that the Southern 
California megalopolis extends many miles north and west of Los Angeles Union Sta- 
tion.” (TRAC’s address is 1730 13th St, Sacramento CA 95814; regular membership 
is $15 per year.) 

NORTHWESTERN PACIFIC RAILROAD may be saved. The SP on Aug 28 re- 
portedly agreed to sell the line (from Eureka south to Outlet, near Willits) to ex-SP 
employee Bryan Whipple of Santa Rosa. The ICC must approve the sale, with the 
approval expected within a month. The sale price is $5 million (lower than the $12 
million the railroad originally sought). Whipple heads an investment sroup which. 
seeks ownership of the line. 

HURRAY FOR AMTRAR’S green, white and blue. On many of the Superliner 
cars seen on the CZ in the Bay Area, the upper red stripe has faded—to a bright char- 
treuse green. They really could stand repainting, but no doubt Amtrak can’t spare 
them off the rails that long. f 

SAN FRANCISCO CABLE car was struck headon by a seemingly suicidal auto 
driver as it was climbing the steep Hyde Street hill after leaving the turnaround near 
Fisherman’s Wharf, on Aug 12. An unemployed Iranian alien drove his 1974 Chevro- 
let at high speed into the front of cable car 12, which suffered relatively little dam- 
age. The motorist was killed, and 23 passengers on the cable car were injured. Cable 
car gripman Ray McCann and conductor Charles Gerstbacher were awarded heroism 
medals by the Federal DOT on Aug 23. They averted further disaster, ignoring 
their own injuries, by stopping the cable car, which was careening backwards towards 
a crowd of waiting passengers. 
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GRAND CANYON HOLIDAY OCTOBER 6—8 


BAY AREA TO LOS ANGELES IN PRIVATE DOME CAR, 
SOUTHWEST LIMITED TO GRAND CANYON. ~ 


SAN DIEGO BY PRIVATE DOME CAR 


OPTIONAL CONTINUATION TRIP TO SAN DIEGO, AS ABOVE 


GREAT WESTERN TOURS 
SHERATON-PALACE HOTEL, SAN FRANCISCO 
(At BART/MUNI Montgomery Street Station) 
Ph. (415) 398-2994; in Calif., (800) 482-7100. Credit cards accepted. 


CARS & CONSISTS 


*COAST STARLIGHT, train 11, San Jose Aug 27: engines SP 7347 (In Olympic 
color scheme), Atk 231 & 301; cars 1219, 1178, 39918, 32029, 32042, 38032, 
— 34096, 31043, 34040, 35011, 34079, 39954, 39909. : 

NIGHT OWL, train 66, Niantic CT Aug 21: engines 327 (freshly painted), 203; 
cars 1185, 1169, 1156, 20045, 21050, 21111, 20034, 4646, 4704, 2984 “Ping Cav- 
ern 


*Virginia Great Circle steam train excursion, Alexandria-Norfolk & return duly 
7-8: engine N&W 611, auxiliary tender 220166; cars baggage N&W 1047, combine. 
SR 726 “William J. Purdie Jr’, open-air car SR 1070 “W: Graham Claytor Jr’, ... 
open-air car N&W 1069 “Missionary Ridge”, open-window coaches SR 1086, 1087 
1081, 1068, 3659, 1067, N&W 536 & 531, food car (baggage) SR 4061‘‘Queen and 
Cres cent Club”, Railway PO car SR 36, air-conditioned coaches SR 662, 844, 845, 
843, 841, 842, sleepers “Lake Pearl” & “Dover Harbor”, obs 3302 “Edward Hooper” 


QUOTES OF THE WEEK*** 


“The decision made during the Eisenhower Era to invent the interstate highway 
system instead of pouring more money into making railroads part of the 21st Century 
haunts me these long afternoons as | steam along the Eisenhower Expressway during 
its destruction phase. Every summer more roads are closed down more often to re- 
build that which was undone in the winter. It might have been cheaper to make the 
trains run.on time.” 

—Columnist Bill Granger in Chicago Tribune, 
July 23. © 

“The ‘Republicans are far more orderly,’ says ABC News vice president David 
Burke. ‘It will be like a railroad. The train will be on time.’ ”. . 

—Ben Brown in reference to Republican 
Convention, in USA Today, Aug 15. ~ 


RAIL FANTRIPS 


Oy - F777 nr ee 
Sep 29: Mileage Collector’s Special; 9am lv Greenwich NY, travel entire 37 mis of the Batten 
Kill RR; 1st trip covering entire RR, 1st psgr train on some portions since 30s. lunch stop at 
Cambridge, lunch optional. Mass. Bay RRE, 179 Lewis Rd, Belmont MA 02178. $30 each. * 
Sep 30: Harpers Ferry Special, 400 mis incl about 75 mis frt-only track along B&O RR to 
Harpers: Ferry wv. RT from Philadelphia. . Visit Harpers Ferry Nt! Historical Park. Runby. 
$47, child $40. Phila Chap NRHS, Box 7302, Philadelphia PA 19101-7302. 215-947-5769. 
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Oct 6 & 13: Galena-Dubuque Limited, RT from Chicago, Mississippi River lunch cruise option. 
Fall colors. Superliner cars. $49.95; river cruise $16. Lv Chicago 7:30am, back 9:30pm. 

Ck to Unirail; mail to 20th C RR Club, c/o South Central Bank, Lock Box T-20, Att’n: Mar- 
ion Malouf, 555 W. Roosevelt Rd, Chicago IL 60607. 

Oct 13: Fall foliage RR excursion, Seacoast Special, Boston Sullivan Sq station to Portsmouth 
RT; 1st time in 15 yrs over Portsmouth & Hampton branches of B&M. Two hours in Ports- 
mouth. Mass. Bay RR Enthusiasts, Box 208, East Walpole MA 02032. $29.95, child $19.95. 
Oct 13, 20, 27: Autumn Leaf Specials, 20-mi RT Greenbank-HOckessin thru Red Clay Valley, 
DE. Lv 1pm. $5, child $4, under 5 $2. Reservation only. Historic Red Clay Valley Inc, P.O. 
Box 1374, Wilmington DE 19899. 302-998-1930. 

Oct 14: Lehigh River Express, Hoboken NJ to Jim Thorpe PA RT, via NJT Boonton line & 
CR’s Washington Secondary & Lehigh main line Panther Valley RR to Hometown PA. Runbys. 
$42. Tri-State Railway Historical Society Inc, PO Box 2243, Clifton NJ 07015. 201-857-2987. 


Oct 20: UP 3985 excursion from Denver to Laramie over Sherman Hill. Diesel on Colorado 


portion. $75. Intermountain Chapter, NRHS, PO Box 5181 Terminal Annex, Denver CO 80217. 


Nov 3: The Desert Scout, Los Angeles-Barstow RT. Daylight over Cajon Pass, Santa Fe Third 
District via Santa Ana Canyon, Corona & Riverside to San Bernardino (frt-only). Hi-level cars, 
+ PRS private cars, $75. Pacific RR Society, Box 2858, Riverside CA 92516-2858. 

Nov 18: Railroad Extravaganaz, 10am-4pm, over 100 tables of RR memorabilia; Boy’s and 
Girl’s Club of Union NJ, 1050 Jeanette Ave. $2 admission, child & senior $1. Tri-State Rwy 
Historical Society INc, PO Box 2243, Clifton NJ 07015. 201-857-2987. 

Send large SASE when responding to listings. One Rail Fantrips listing is free. Send full 
info to: RAIL TRAVEL NEWS, Fantrips Dept, PO Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709. 


EXPRESS ADS 


AMTRAK—VIA RAIL CANADA-—EURAILPASS—OCEAN LINER CRUISES—RAIL TOUR 
RAIL EXCURSIONS—CHARTER RAIL CARS. Arrangements by phone or appointment—use 
your credit card—tickets mailed promptly. A fully appointed travel agency with masters of 
ship and rail travel. GREAT WESTERN TOURS, Sheraton Palace Hotel, Suite 900, 

639 Market Street, San Francisco CA 94105. (415) 398-2994. 

DINING CAR CHINA, glasses, silver, cloth. Timetables, guides, stationery, rules, metal 

& Pullman items, annual reports. Many railroads. Long 37¢ stamped envelope brings list. 

J. McClellan, 1752 S. Wichita, Wichita, K$ 67213. Will buy item: 


GISELLE’S TRAVEL CORP at 1215 4th St. Sacramento CA 95814, Phone: (916) 446-1211 
offers rail tickets on AMTRAK—VIA (CANADA)—EURAILPASS along with tours and 
accommodations in cities to which you are traveling. Let Giselle’s help you take your 

next memorable rail trip. 

ONE OF THE WORLD'S last great train rides—the Kyle of Lochaish. England and Scotland 
by rail. Sightseeing. Historic Hotels. All meals (except London).Contact Herb Rowan, Giselle’s 
Travel, Inc., 5667 Freeport Blvd., Sacramento CA 95822; phone: (916) 421-6616. 


RAILROAD CLOTH EMBLEMS. Over 400 different designs. Send $2.00 for three samples 
and list. Joseph Lajoie, P.O. Box 3R, Methuen, Mass. 01844. 

Colorado Railroad Museum is open the year around every day with exception of several 
holidays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Route 44 Regional Transportation District buses of the 


Denver area stop hourly at the Museum, except Saturdays & Sundays. '17155 W. 44th Ave., 
Golden. (Mail to P.O. Box 10, Golden CO 80402.) 


Milwaukee, Missouri Pacific, Northern Pacific, Rock Island, Southern Pacific, Union Pacific 
and Western Pacific uniform button blazer sets. Two large, six small, $4.95 or any four, 
$16.95. Joseph Lajoie, Box 3N, Methuen, Mass. 01844. 

ITALIAN TRAINS AND TROLLEYS: Original Kodachrome slides. Send $1.20 for sample 
and information. David Warner, COMSUBGRU 8, Box 16, FPO NY 09521. 

When will NARP respond to the queries concerning Amtrak that have appeared in this 
space since issue No. 277 (Oct. '83)? Paid for by Alfred Ehm, San Antonio, Texas. 
“Issues in American Rail Travel,” RTN’s little book on important problems with America’s 
rail passenger revival, is almost ready for publication. Price will be $4.50, which includes 
relevant tax & post. Full details given later in RTN. PO Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709. 
RTN ADVERTISING RATES: Express Ads cost just $1 per line of 80 spaces (capital 
letters require more than one space, so please allow extra room). No anonymous ads, 
please. Display ads are only $1.25 per square inch. Send your order today to: 

RAIL TRAVEL NEWS, Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709. 
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Rate The Trains 


You can participate in RTN’s train rating surveys. Submit your ratings now of 
regularly-scheduled North American passenger trains (not commuter) that you have 
personally ridden since April 28, 1984. 

INSTRUCTIONS: Rate each train on each of the 11 categories (A-K) listed below: - 
(A) Your overall impression of the train, taking everything into account; (B) Service 
from operating crew (canductor, etc.); (C) Dining or snack crew service; (D) Lounge 
crew service; (E) Food quality; (F) Car mechanical condition; (G) Car cleanliness 
and housekeeping; (H) Condition of track & roadbed; (1) Desirability of train’s sche- 
dule; (J) Condition of stations; (K) Appropriateness of type of equipment used. 

Use the 9-point rating scale below. Please submit ratings on separate sheet from 
other correspondence. Thank you for your participation! ~ 


BS pe ee 
EXTREMELY AVERAGE, EXTREMELY 
POOR ACCEPTABLE GOOD 


RTN’S TRAIN RATING FORM. 
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*COMMENTS: To add comments, copy circled number on separate 
sheet, write train name after it, followed by your comments. 
RAIL TRAVEL NEWS, PO Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709. 


